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Mandela «a»h off peace meeting 

JOHANNESBURG (■)— African Ntfonal Camgrrm (ANC) leader Ncfaau 
Manilla faa ttfcd eg a ranting w*h Zafa cfatf Miagmalfai Buitofari 
wMdi M beta arrasted to tiy to halt the wwfare ntfng fa Stwft Africa's 
NaW province. AmANC Mm( grid It hoped tbs raMtag, acted** Cor 
Monday, wndd be held at a later date, bet bow wan oof the Hat bribe 
warring factions la tec a pilfer*. "TheafaMNvterc In not yet ideal for a 
Joint raiy fa Ntfri,” the ANC nH fa ■ statement rdeaaed through the 
Sooth Afrfcw Pnm Anadatfon. MM nodi *B vfait Natal Monday 
andT w d a y lo vM u re aa a ffected try be im a ifagh a ttW between Mi i 
b tte United Democratic Front (DDE) an ti apa rtheid « 

BaffakaPi lakattn nmaat, the ANC nM. PoHce eay 37 


Snaday fa dashu between supporters of tte DDF i 
bin reports from otter sources fa tte many tte death hdl my be i 

doteHe flat figure. The ANC dedriou to postpone the meeting, which 
wonkd hare iiteil ilnl fa a Joint refry addressed by South Africa’s two' 
most powofal Mark leaden, was taken after Materia held a logthjr 
with Natal officials of Ihe ANC. 



' Anind 


ation 


Jerusalem Committee to meet 

KARAT (R) —Unde Mp mbistera wB mat fa Horaces nest w***® 
iBKanthestatas of Jermfaem,whkh the UA-Senafc this month oV^e 
“tanka!" of brad- A Foreign hfiahtiy so ro nfa jgSfS 

n -ii*.. of As TTiisal" ~**~ of thak Cofanoa (OtC), d ata wj 
Kfa. Homan, «hM meet fa Rabat an April S. ft wB be the «■«»*« 

llfa aiiitej team Mwm tel a p fa 1»B^ thel ite s^ 

afatesaStte!^ 

peace dfarts and the rftnallw fa the nctMpje d twihorina.y*r°^ «j y*e 

strategy to eo uat c r ilHmate ta abfafa fa trtnU o w i recognition i* 
Trr^ — ■ iwnt fi^ee^anonjtodfag 

t week wtfagWnfafagfnn to acknowledge that Jqwsfaan^i 

the capital of the state of farad.” 
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U.S. senators due 
here next week 

AMMAN (J.T.) — US. Senate 
minority leader Robert Dole and 
five other senators are scheduled 
to pay a one-day visit to Jordan 
next week, a source at the Arab 
Amman Chapter of the 
America n- Arab Anti- 
Discrimination Committee said 
Friday. The source expected the 
senators to be received by His 
Majesty King Hussein and the 
discussion to cover the latest de- 
velopments in the Middle East, 
and, tte recent adoption by the 
U.S. Senate of a resolution ack- 
nowledging Jerusalem as die 
“capital” of Israel. 

Arab Maghreb Union 
appeals to Europe 

TUNIS (R) — Five North Afri- 
can countries asked Western 
Europe Friday to give 'North 
African immigrants better protec- 
tion and punish those responsible 
fora recent spate of racist attacks 
on them. A statement by Arab 
Maghreb Union foreign ministers 
said: “The mimste rs are deeply 
disturbed about this and ask the 
European countries where these 
attacks have been p er p et r a ted to 
take tte necessary measures to 
protect the rights, security and 
dignity of the North African com- 
munity.” The appeal was mainly 
, directed at France. Racist attacks 
Slave received wide coverage in 
the french and North African 
press, especially after two North 
Africans were murdered in sepa- 
rate incidents in France earlier 
this month. Algerian Foreign 
Minister Sid Ahmad Gbozah told 
die two-day meeting die cam- 
paign against North Africans had 
reached an intolerable threshold. 

Kuwaiti journalists 
elect officials 

KUWAIT (AP) — The editor-in- 
chief of an English-language daily 
newspaper, tte Kinrait Times, 
was elected Friday as chairman of 
i Jte Kuwait Journalists Syndicate. 
Yousef A1 Olayan succeeds 
Ahmad Behbehani, editor of tte 
weekly A1 Yaqza magazine. 
Behbehani retained membership 
on the seven-member board, 
elected last week, after an 
acrimomoos campaign, by the 
syndicate's 400 members. Among 
the issues about which they hag- 
gled was the relative ease with 
which newcomers were accepted 
as members. 'Four of tte seven 
seats on tte board went to four 
editors of daily newspapers who 
ran as a bloc with tte avowed aim 
of purging die syndicate of so- 
called non-profesnooals, and up- 
grading tte performance of the 
Kuwaiti press. They are also cam- 
paigning for lifting censorship im- 
posed on the local press in July 
1986 when the SO-member 
elected parliament was dissolved. 

^.Arabia urges 
donations to 
Afghans 

NICOSIA (R) — Saudi Arabia 
urged its citizens Friday to mark 
tte Holy Month of Ramadan by 
donating money to rebels in 
AfghamStan. “The doty imposed 
by our Muslim religion calls on 
everyone of ns to back our Mn- 
jabedeen brethren,” said Prince 
Salman Ben Abdul Aziz, .gov- 
ernor of Riyadh. “The Afjghan 
Muslim people are now facing 
attempts to isolate them from 
their creed and obliterate their 
Muslim identity, but they are 
determined to continue the strug- 
gle until they achieve victory, 
with God’s win,” be said in a 
statement carried by the Saudi 
Press Agency. 




OS. to 

ease computer 

exports 

to Soviet Union 

WASHINGTON (R) — In a 
major policy switch, the Defence' 
Department announced Friday it 
would no longer block the export 
of many U.S. computers to the 
Soviet Union and Eastern 
Emope, allowing die decision to 
be made solely by tte Commerce 
D e p artm ent. Ihe Pentagon had 
previously jointly reviewed hun- 
dreds of such export requests 
along with tte Commerce De- 
partment and die agencies had 
dashed publicly over whether 
technology involved might be 
osed by tte Soviet military. 


Palestini a ns mark Land Day 
with rallies, protest marches 


OCCUPIED JERUSALEM 
(Agencies) — Heavily reinforced 
army and police units broke up 
several demonstrations Friday as 
Pales tinians and Israeli Arabs 
staged rallies and protest marches 
to commemorate “Land Day.” 

A general strike dosed shops 
and schools throughout the occu- 
pied West Bank and Gaza. Strip, 
in Arab Jerusalem and in Arab 
villages ip Israel. 

Land Day commemorates 1976 
protests against Israeli confisca- 
tion of Arab land in die GalDee. 
Six Arabs were lolled by Israeli 
police during the dis t urb ances 14 
years ago. 

In a rare dash with Arabs 
made Israel, police used tear-gas 
to disperse demonstrators after 
an hour of hit-and-run stone 
throw in g by youths in die town of 
Taibeh, reporter s said' from die 
scene. Israel radio said two fire- 
bombs also were thrown. - 

One policeman was stabbed 
while arresting stone throwers 
and hospitalised in stable condi- 
tion and six other police were 
injured by stones, die radio said. 
At least five Arabs were taken 
into custody. 

About 10,000 Israeli Arabs 
attended the main rally in Anar 
ba, the village were two Land 
Day protesters were killed in. 


1976. A police helicopter hovered 
briefly over tte crowd, bat no 
police were deployed on the 
ground. 

Before the four-bour rally, two 
people were injured when about 
100 followers of tte nationalist 
“Sons of tte Village” waving 
Palestinian flags battled a group 
of communists with sticks,, 

Palestinians said soldiers shot 
dead Mohammad A1 Salameh, 
20, in Kafr Malek north of Jeru- 
salem Thursday night 

The army placed the village, 
near Ramaflah, under c urf ew. 

Troops confined 750,000 
Palestinians in the Gam Strip to 
their homes and barred West 
Bank residents from entering 
Jerusalem for tradinational mam 
prayers at A1 Aqsa Mosque on 
tiie first Friday of the holy Month 
of Ramadan. 

Leaders of Israel’s 650,000 
Arab citizens appealed for a 
peaceful general strike and rallies 
to demand equal rights on Land 
Day. 

But leaders of the 27-month- 
old Palestinian uprising in tte 
West Bank and flaw Strip 
for a day of violent protests. 

Radio stations said tte strike 
was partially observed in Arab 
areas of Israel and appeared total 
in tte occupied areas. 


Police said some 5,600 police 
and paramilitary border police 
were on guard inside Israel and 
1,500 were drafted into occupied 
Jerusalem to prevent disturb- 
ances. 

Arab Jerusalem was like a 
ghost town Friday with public 
transport halted, shops shuttered 
and large dusters of police in riot 
gear outnumbering Arabs on tte 
streets. 

Curfews were also in force in 
several West Bank refugee camps 
and the villages of Aroub and 
Banr Naim in tte Hebron area, 
the army said. 

Police removed Palestinian 
flags from several Isneli Arab 
villages, a sign of what some 
government officials say is an 
increasing identification of 
Israeli. Arabs with tte Palesti- 
nian nationalist cause. 

But Mohammed Issawi, an 
Israeli Arab teacher interviewed 
on army radio, said: The war is 
over tte basic firings... not as the 
media p rese n ts it as a move to- 
wards extremism, nationalism 
and those sorts of firings. We 
simply want to fed equal. 

“If I pay taxes and live in tte 
state of Israel, there is no reason 
why I should not enjoy my 
rights,” he said. 

In the Arab town of Kafr Kan- 


na, Abu Wahab Daronshe, an 
Arab member of Israel's parlia- 
ment, read a message from 
Palestinian leader Yasser Arafat 
to several thousand people at an 
annual memorial service for a 
teenager trilled in 1976. 

Arafat’s message, sent by facsi- 
mile from Europe, praised Israeli 
Arabs “for igniting the first spark 
in 1976, which led to tbe great fire 
of the uprising.” It also said 
Israelis who support negotiations 
with Palestinians were “heroic, 
democratic Jews wilting to make 
the peace of the courageous, the 
brave.” 

In Jenin, hundreds of women 
and masked men marched car- 
rying pictures of Arafat, repor- 
ters sakL . . 

On tte walls of fiie town, which 
is north of Nabhis, Palestinians 
had painted pictures of donkeys 
with Israeli Pri m e Minister Yit- 
zhak Shamir’s name, marked 
under them, they said. 

In a counter dem on str a tion, 
Jewish settlers set up Israeli flags 
in tte West Bank to e mphasis 
their demand that Israel not give 
op the occupied land. 

The flags were flying on a road 
leading from tte Jewish suburb of 
Gild on the outskirts of Jerusalem 
to the Dhebhe refugee camp. 


Iraq says it bought electrical 
capacitors not nuclear device 


BAGHDAD (Agencies) — Iraq, 
adding detail to denials that it 
tried to buy triggers for nuclear 
weapons, says U.S.-made elec- 
trical co mp onents confiscated in 
Britain could have been used for 
many otter purposes. 

Tt is easy to invent a link 
between the normal use of any 
highly advanced electronic or 
mechanical component and milit- 
ary purposes,” an official source 
at file Ministry of Industry and 
Military Industrialisation told the 
Iraqi News Agency (INA). 

“Iraq did not violate any law of 
any other country. Iraq has the 
full right of technology transfer, 
just as otter world countries do,” 
tte source said. 

The material which British au- 
thorities claimed to have disco- 
vered at London airport as nuc- 
lear triggers were merely electric- 
al capacitors used for many in- 
dustrial, scientific and engineer- 
ing purposes and in tte fields of 
dectro-optics, fast electric dis- 
charge and plasma focusing sys- 
tems.” 

A Lebanese engineer, a man 
with dual British-Iraqi citizenship 
and a French woman appeared in 
a British court Thursday charged 
with attempting to smuggle to 
Iraq 40 trigger devices for nuclear 
weapons. An employee at the 
Iraqi Airways office in London 
was deported. 

Prosecutors in San Diego, Cali- 


fornia, who also released an in- 
dictment in the case, described 
the devices as “military electrical 
capacitors”, and “munitions 
items.” 

They said their export to Iraq 
was banned because they “could 
have been used in midear and 
conventional weapons.” 

U.S. and British agents secretly 
replaced the capacitors with dum- 
mies after they were flown to 
Britain on their way to Iraq. 

Iraqi President Saddam Hus- 
sein said Thursday that enemies 
of the Arabs were trying to hin- 
der Iraq's “march of progress.” 

“The fires are intensifying, 
whether by aggressions or con- 
spiracies, but the Iraqi people will 
not be worn down,” Hussein told 
a rally in Baghdad. 

“If they think we will be worn 
down ... they are fully mistaken,” 
he told the rally, held to mark 
Land Day. 

He said “enemies of the 
Arabs” were trying to hinder tte 
country’s “march of progress.” 
He efid not refer specifically to 
nuclear technology or nuclear 
weapons. 

British Charge d’Affaires 
Robert Kealy was summoned to 
the Foreign Ministry and told that 
Iraq reserves tte right to acquire 
advanced technology from other 
countries. 

“Iraq which has signed tbe 
nuclear Non-Proliferation Trea- 


ty, nuMTi tahw its foil rights to the 
transfer of technology from any- 
where,” he was told by Deputy 
Foreign Minister Nizar Ham- 
doun. 

But in London, tte Foreign 
Office denied any British diplo- 
mat was summoned to the Iraqi 
Foreign Ministry Thursday. 

An Iraqi foreign ministry 
spokesman also said in a state- 
ment carried by the Iraqi News 
Agency that Iraq has the right to 
take “measures” based on the 
principle of reciprocity. It did not 
elaborate. 

In Washington the State De- 
partment called in Iraq’s ambas- 
sador Thursday and registered 
concern that Baghdad was trying 
to circumvent U.S. restrictions on 
nnciear technology shipments. 

“We do not foresee a near-time 
Iraqi nuclear capability,” spokes- 
man Richard Boucher said. 
“However, we remain concerned 
about file danger...” 

Richard McCormack, the 
undersecretary for economic 
affairs, met with Ambassador 
Mohamad A1 Mashat and “ex- 
pressed onr deep concern over Iraq's 
attempt to circumvent controls” 
over mflitaiy items, a U.S. offi- 
cial said. 

In an indictment unveiled 
Thursday, five people and two 

(Continued on page 3) 


Herzog criticises rabbi, 
urges electoral reforms 


TEL AVIV (Agencies) — Israeli 
President Chaim Herzog, in a 
rare intervention in politics, criti- 
cised statements by an uhra- 
. orthodox rabbi who is pivotal to 
forming the next government and 
called for urgent electoral re- 
form. ' 

Rabbis, exploiting their sadden 
political leverage, reaped an un- 
precedented bonanza when par- 
liament early Friday approved a 
budget allocating three times 
more money to religious institu- 
tions than in 1989. 

“In the light of present political 
events, I once again publidy ex- 
press my opinion on tte urgent 
need for change in the electoral 
system,” Herzog said in his 
monthly radio talk. 

Four religions parties, with 18 
of tte Knesset’s 120 seats, hold 
tbe balance of power between 
Israel's two main parties strug- 
gling to fonn a go v er nm ent. 

Heazog, a former general and 
diplomat, criticised a diatribe this 
week by 96-year-old rabbi Efiezer 
Scfaach, spiritual mentor of the 


Shas and Dcgel Hatora parties, 
against tbe secular Israeli left and 
the Kibbotz collective settle- 
ments. 

Without naming Schach, he 
spoke of a “tendency to besmirch 
through generalisation entire 
groups” and said Israel did not 
realise how much it owed to the 

gihh nftim 

Sdtach’s remarks were widely 
seen as a a blow to efforts by 
Labour Party leader Shimon 
Peres for a coalition to launch tbe 
first-ever peace talks with tte 
Palestinians. 

Parfiament voted a record Sill 
million for ultra-orthodox school 
and welfare institutions, (see page 
4). Tbe amount surpassed die 
$100 milli on squeezed into tte 
budget at tile last minute to build 
houses for a flood of Soviet im- 
migrants doe in farad this year. 

Angiy leftist pariianmnnmana 
said tte price paid for the support 
of reKgkms parties was tanta- 
mount to bribery. 

In a poll publfabed in fire daily 
Maariv Friday,- 53 per cent of 


Israeli's questioned said the in- 
tervention of rabbis in politics 
was illegitimate. 

“What is the point of patting 
pace Emits on bread, sugar and 
oil if there is no lmit to the price 
of political bribery? How do we 
dean tte shame?” said Yair Tsa- 
ban, head of the leftist Mapaxn 
party. 

Several parliamentarians 
argued, the increase would 
jeopardise essential welfare prog- 
rammes as Israelis grappled to 
absorb an influex of immigrants 
and slash an 8.9 per cent unem- 
ployment rate. 

Long-bearded rabbis in black 
cloaks have become central fi- 
gures in Israel’s political arena 
since die collapse of a 15-month 
coalition between the rightist 
Uknd and more dovish Labour 
Party over a U.S. peace proposal. 

Tte Likud party at caretaker 
Prime Minister Yitzhak Shamir 
obtained tte extra funds for reli- 
gious institutions thanks to its 
majority in tte parliament fi- 
nance committee. 


Baker 
switches 
tone on 
Jerusalem 

WASHINGTON (R) — 
Secretary of State James Bak- 
er, in an apparent softening of 
U.S. opposition to Israeli “set- 
tlements” in Arab Jerusalem, 
has declared that Jews have 
the right to live in all parts at 
tte Holy City. 

In another development, a 
senior U.S. official said 
Washington was working to 
have tte 1975 United Nations 
General Assembly resolution 
equating Zionism with racism 
reversed this year and saw 
good prospects of success. 

Baker’s statement on Jeru- 
salem, which was markedly 
different from tte tone struck 
by the administration last 
month, came in a letter to 
Congressman Mel Levine, a 
California Democrat, dated 
March 16. 

In tte letter, made available 
to Reuters, Baker said: 

T am alro very aware of tte 
great significance which Jeru- 
salem has for the Jewish peo- 
ple as well as for people of all 
religions- Clearly, Jews and 
others can live where they 
want, east or west, and the city 
must remain undivided.” 

President George Bosh 
touched off a firestorm last 
month by stating his opposi- 
tion to “Jewish settlement” in 
Arab Jerusalem as well as the 
occupied territories. 

His remark helped cause a 
political crisis in Israel that led 
to tbe fan of tte government of 
Prime Minister Yitzhak Sha- 
mir. 

Successive U.S. administra- 
tions had for years turned a 
Wind eye to tbe densely popu- 
lated Jewish suburbs that have 
sprung op in Arab Jerusalem. 

Bush was pressed by Amer- 
ican Jewish leaders to reverse 
himself, but refused. The most 
he would say was that “Jews 
and others have tte right to 
live there in the context of a 
negotiated settlement.” 

On the United Nations, 
Assistant Secretary of State 
John Bolton told a Senate 
Foreign Relations Subcommit- 
tee that tte United States was 
working hard through di- 
plomatic channels to reverse 
the “Zionism equals racism” 
resolution. 

“We believe that there is 
strong opposition ( to the re- 
solution by a large and grow- 
ing number of U.N. member 
countrie s . With this in mind, 
we are taking action and will 
intensify oar efforts daring the 
1990 session of tte General 
Assembly,” Bolton said. 


Badran reaffirms Jordan’s 
commitment to Palestinians 


AMMAN (J.T.) — Jordan and 
Palestine represent tte most vital 
part of Arab resistance against 
Zionist expansionism and any 
support extended to the 27- 
month-old Palestinian uprising in 
tte occupied West Bank and 
Gaza is support extended to Jor- 
dan and vice-versa. Prime Minis- 
ter Mudar Badran said Friday. 

Addressing a gathering at file 
Palace of Cuftnre on tbe occasion 
of Land Day, fiie prime minister 
sa jH that die “dangerous situation 
rtii M t eni ng us all and of tte 
which IBs Majesty King Hussein 
has warned, is .the flow of 
thousands of Soviet Jews to 
Palestine.” 

Following are major excerpts 
from foe prime minis ter’s speech: 

“We meet today to mad!; a dear 
occasion, w hi ch Is Land Day, and we 
all agree all onr fives have been 
commuted to the land and in defence 


of its rightful owners. Therefore, our 
stand on this occasion is not a stand 
based on a particular event, but a 
stand with a long march that the 
Palestinian Arab people have started 
«vt are continuing since the first 
(Israeli) aggression on their land, 
identity and national belonging n stfl 
dug moment and until victory of 
r e turn to their sod is achieved. 

“The reality which nobody can 
r eftite is that tiie P al e s tinian intifada 
has come to r epresent the Palestinian 
deteanmatton to refuse the statns quo 
and it affi r m s the legitimate hopes, 
and aspirations of the Palestinian 
people since It is a defence of the 
Palestinian national identity in gqv- 
enting their own soil and establishing 
their own independent* state under 
the leadership of tbe Palestine Li- 
beration Organisation (PLO), the 
sole legitimate r ep re se ntative of the 
Palestinian people. Supporting tbe 
intifada gains is of utmost significance 
finae it constitutes die p ractical man- 
ifestations of our. sincere desire to 
safeguar d the identity of tbe Palesti- 


nian land a"d the rights of the' Palesti- 
nian people on their national solL 

“We must add. to this reali ty tha t 
maintaining Jordan as a powerful 
force of Steadfast ne ss' is one of tbe 
most Important symbols of support 
extended to the intifada. This truth is 
realised by both the Palestinian and 
Jordanian peoples as weQ as the 
enemies, who have been and are 
c o il t urnin g' to* hit our steadfastness, 
with a view-to weakening our national 
position and dealing the way. for 
further expansion. ... 

‘The national danger that is thre- 
atening us all, and of which His 
Majesty the King has warned, is 
inherent in the flow of thousands. of 
Soviet Jews to the land of Palestine, 
ffis Majesty has been repeatedly 
stressed whOe we support human 
rights we are against any immigration 
at the expense of the human rights of 
the Palestinian people who were dis- 
placed from their land, including their 
right to ret ur n ' to. their land. The 

■ (Continued on page 3) 


Perez de Cuellar winds up visit 


AMMAN (J.T.) — United Na- 
tions Secretary-General Javier 
Perez de Cuellar was Friday 
winding up a private risk to Jor- 
dan daring which he was re- 
ceived by His Majesty King 

TW- *- 

n mirm 

In formed sources said the 
U.N. dried, who is doe to be gi n 
a visit to Europe this week, 
was expec t ed to leave late Fri- 
day or early Saturday. 

In his me et in g with tte U.N. 
drief at Aqaba Wednesday, 
King Hussein reviewed with 
him tte latest developments 
on the international scene, the 
Jordan “News Agcncy, Petra 
said. 


The King paid tribute to fiie 
important role played by fiie 
U.N. and stressed fiie need for 
enhancing this role, given tte 
present detente in mteniatiao- 
al relations. 

King Hussein said that mrh 
enhancement of fiie U.N. role 
was needed to achieve solu- 
tions to various world conflicts, 
Petra said. 

Perez de Cuellar thanked 
King Hussem for the invitation 
extended to him to visit Jordan 
and praised die democratic 
. march which Jordan is current- 
ly pamriog and noted the 
achievements Jordan has 
made, it said. 


The audience was attended 
by Royal Court Chief Sharif 
Zeid Ben Shaker, Deputy 
Prime Minister and Foreign 
Minister Marwan'AI Qasem, 
Jordan’s' Permanent Repre- 
sentative to the Unitpd Nations 
Abdullah Saleh and tte secret- 
ary general's aides. 

. Perez de Cuellar will visit 
Fkance, Greece, Britain and 
Belgium in a two-week tom- 
beginning this weekend, 
according to U.N. 1 officials. 

They said the Secretary- 
general was to arrive in France 
over tte weekend. 

His exact itinerary was not 
disclosed for security reasons. 


CAEU urges Kuwait to stay, 
pledges to adopt its proposals 


AMMAN (J.T.) — The Conned 
for Arab Economic Unity 
(CAEU) urged Kuwait Friday 
not to <prit the group and said it 
had adopted Kuwaiti proposals to 
improve its performance. 

Tbe 13-member council asked 
it to “stay with its brethren during 
these tough conditions which 
the Arab Nation is passing 
through and winch demand more 
Arab solidarity.” 

Kuwait said last week it was 
leaving tbe council because it had 
rejected several proposals for im- 
provements. 

In a statement carried by file 
Jordan News Agency, Petra, the 
Amman-based council said it had 
adopted all tte suggestions. 

These included defining its role 
to avoid duplication with similar 
Arab org an i sa tions, cutting salar- 
ies and staff and trimming tbe 
budget elsewhere. 

Kuwait previously covered 
nearly a third of the coundrs 
budget but had failed to pay its 


dues for tte past four years and 
now owes more than $1.5 million. 

Ihe council, set op in 1964 to 
promote economic union, is an 
Arab League institution but par- 
ticipation is optional for league 
members. 

Urging the Kuwaiti government 
to rcconrider Its decision, tte 
statement said the CAEU Gener- 
al Secretariat “finds fiie circumst- 
ances through which collective 
Arab action, in general and eco- 
nomic action in particular, warr- 
ant more understanding and soli- 
darity as a means of confronting 
dangro facing the Arab World, 
par ti cularly Soviet Jewish im- 
migration to Palestine and tte 
dangers threatening some Arab 
countries.” 

Tte statement said that .the 
CAEU General Secretariat 
appreciates Kuwait's keen in- 
terest in joint Arab action and its 
aspirations that this action be a 
model for inter-Arab relations 


and all Kuwait’s proposals to die 
council would be implemented. 

' “The CAEU will have a new 
organisational str u cture and will 
cut tte salaries of the employees 
up to 25 per cent, and reduce 
about 25 per cent of its staff, 
-review its holdings, define a 
budget ceiling a $1,150,000 from 
$3400,000: 

This, will reduce Kuwait’s con- 
tribution to 23.73 per cent instead 
of 27.78 percent — a redaction to 
about $218,000 'annually' instead 
of $800,000.” / v 

The Arab World, with; its 
na tio nal institutions, “is witnes- 
sing a restru cturin g period which 
will lead to Arab, solidarity,"; it 
said. “Tte effective Egyptian 
participation in these institutions, 
which was achieved recently, has 
put item in a position to start 
once again with a new spirit... 
these aspects as a whole are a 
strong motive for Kuwait to re- 
verse its decision,” it said. 


Bush sends appeal to 
Gorbachev over Lithuania 


WASHINGTON (Agencies) — 
President George Bush has sent 
Soviet President Mikhail Gor- 
bachev a personal message urging 
a peaceful resolution of tte dis- 
pute between Moscow and 
Lithuania, fiie White House said 
Friday. 

Bush’s message expressed U.S. 
support for tte aquations of tte 
Lithuanian people for self- 
determination and “expressed 
our emphatic view that fiie re- 
solution of fids conflict lies in 
dialogue,” spokesman Marlin 
Fitzwater said. 

Fifzwater said Bush sent tte 
message late Thursday after re- 
ceiving a report from Mas- 
sachusetts Democratic Senator 
Edard Kennedy 00 his meeting 
with Gorbachev m Moscow this 
week. 

Tte official TASS news agency 
said U-S- Charge d’Affaires John 
Joyce delivered the letter to Fore- 
ign Minister Eduard Shevard- 
nadze on Friday. 

“The president's message to 
Pres i dent Gorbachev simply res- 
tated our position as stated many 
tunes,” Fitzwater said. 

Bush, speaking to reporters at 
a picture-taking session shortly 
after Fitzwater announced tte 


message, said be sent tbe message 
because be wanted to “make sure 
there was no disconnect” be- 
tween himself and Gorbachev. 

Bosh has called for restraint 
and negotiations by Moscow in 
dealing with Lithuania's March 
11 declaration of independence. 
Tbe U.S. Senate passed a non- 
bindmg resolution supporting the 
independence call. 

Soviet officials meanwhile 
made their first attempt Friday to 
take d irect control of a Lithua- 
nian government agency when 
the prosecutor’s office tried to 
install its own man as fiie repub- 
lic's chief prosecutor. 

Most of fiie Lithuanian office's 
staff walked out in a show of 
loyalty to their Lithuanian boss, 
creating a stand-off with both 
men trying to run the office. 

Gorbachev denounced the in- 
dependence declaration as iHegalj 
called an Lithuanians to tarn over 
tteir firearms and ordered the 
repobUc to refrain from setting up 
bender posts or creating a defence 
force. 

The Soviet military also has 
detained Lithuanians who deserted 
from fiie Red Army after tbe 
independence drive. 


Itis 
all-out 
war in 
E. Beirut 

BEIRUT (Agencies) — A cease- 
fire between rival Cbristian 
groups collapsed Friday as heavy 
fighting resumed between troops 
of renegade General Michel 
Aoun and warlord , Samir 
Geagea’s mifitiamcn for control 
of Lebanon’s Christian enclave. 

'Tbe ceasefire has collapsed. 
It’s past history,” said a. police 
spokesman. “Jt’s all-out war 

a gain ” 

Police reported savage combat 

in tte central sector of east Beixuf 

ami in the mountains of Kesrouan 
province. 

At least 25 people were killed 
but the tally seemed certain to 
rise. 

Political sources said Maronite 
Christian political and church 
leaders, desperate to end an 
army-militia conflict that has kil- 
led 800 people since January, told 
Aotm Thursday they were ready 
to call in. Lebanon’s 
internationally-recognised presi- 
dent, Elias Hrawi. 


..45. 
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West must make concessions 
on Lebanon hostages — Hizbollah 


BEIRUT (R) — The leader of the pro-Iranian 
HizboUah group said Friday Western states should 
make concessions to Tehran and its Lebanese allies 
to secure die release of 17 Western hostages held in 
Lebanon. 


Sheikh Soubhi Toufaiii, gener- 
al secretary of HizboUah (Party of 
God), told Reuters in an inter- 
view: “The basis of the hostage 
issue is the demands of the cap- 
tors. The issue should be discus- 
sed at that level in order to be 
solved from its roots.” 

Eight Americans and three Bri- 
tons are among those believed 
held in Lebanon by -Muslim mili- 
tants loyal to Iran. The hostage- 
takers have demanded the release 
of prisoners in Israel, Kuwait and 
other states. 

Toufaiii, speaking at his 


heavily-guarded house in Beirut's 
Syrian-policed southern suburbs, , 
said: "‘Iran, with its spiritual and 
cultural presence in Lebanon, can 
use its influence to solve the 
problem of some hostages." 

But he added: “Why should 
Iran do a favour to America or 
Europe or solve a problem for 
this state or that while the other 
states are not willing to solve any 
of Iran's problems? 

“He who wants something 
from Iran should pay the price.” 
Toufaiii ’s remarks followed 
comments by other pro-Iranian 


leaders and statements by 
hostage-takers pouring cold wa- 
ter on hopes that the hostages will 
be freed soon. 

An Iranian newspaper sparked 
optimism about the hostages last 
month by calling for their uncon- 
ditional release, saying die West 
was using the issue to tarnish the 
image of Muslims. 

Iranian President Ali Akbar 
Rafsanjani said on March 7 that 
the issue was moving towards a 
solution. An Iranian Foreign 
Ministry official said last week 
that the captives could be freed 
by January. 

HizboUah is widely thought to 
be an umbrella organisation that 
includes kidnap groups, though it 
denies involvement in the abduc- 
tions. 


“ The hostages are held by 
security groups that have nothing 
to do with Hizbollah or its lead- 
ership,” Toufaiii said. “We only 
hope this issue ends peacefully." 

Toufaiii, former commander of 
HizbolJahs military arm, the Isla- 
mic resistance, said the hostage 
issue was not linked to the fate of 
three Israeli soldiers captured by 
the group. 

“The issue of the Israeli cap- 
tives has nothing to do with the 
hostage issue... there are no talks 
whatsoever with Israel about its 
captives,” be said. 

Israel last year kidnapped 
Sheikh Abdul Karim Obeid, a 
leading Hizbollah cleric, and 
offered to swap him and other 
Sbi’ite Muslim prisoners for the 
hostages and the Israeli soldiers. 


U.N. extends mandate of Gulf observer group 


UNITED NATIONS (AP) — 
The Security Council has voted to 
keep a U.N. military observer 
force in Iran and Iraq while nego- 
tiators press both sides to resume 
direct talks aimed at reaching a 
permanent peace agreement. 

The 15-member Council voted 
unanimously to extend the man- 
date for the 400-member U.N. 
Gulf military observer group until 
Sept. 30. 

In a report to the Security 
Council recommending the ex- 
tension, Secretary-General Javier 
Perez de Cuellar also urged both 
nations to accept his proposal for 


a two-month session of direct 
talks. 

U.N. negotiators have given an 
agenda for another round of talks 
to representatives of Iran and 
Iraq, who have forwarded the 
proposals to officials in Baghdad 
and Tehran. 

Iran-Iraq peace talks began in 
Geneva in August 1988, but 
quickly bogged down. An uneasy 
truce prevails on the 563- 
kilometre war front, with the 
warring armies separated by 
U.N. military observers. 

The measure approved Thurs- 
day also called for Iran and Iraq 


to implement a Security Council 
resolution approved in 1987. 

Resolution 598 calls for a ceas- 
efire and withdrawal to the bor- 
der by the warring armies; urges 
the exchange of prisoner of war; 
seeks a negotiated settlement of 
the war and would set up a panel 
to apportion blame for the con- 
flict. 

Iraq is stressing that since ac- 
tive hostilities have ceased, all 
prisoners of war should be ex- 
changed next, according to the 
terms of the Geneva conventions 
of 1949 governing the treatment 
of PoWs. 


About 100,000 prisoners still 
languish in PoW camps as their 
governments wrangle over the 
proper terms for their release. 

Tehran insists that the next 
step in the peace process must be 
the withdrawal of troops to the 
border. Iraq still occupies about 
1,000 square kilometres of Ira- 
nian territory. 

In his report released this 
week, Perez de Cuellar said that 
during the past six months there 
was relative calm along the cease- 
fire lines and a significant decline 
in the number of major truce 
violations. 


Ethiopia confirms Jewish emigration to Israel 


TEL AVTV (R) — Ethiopia has 
confirmed for the first time that it 
has allowed hundreds of black 
Jews to emigrate to Israel and is 
discussing direct flights to the 
Jewish state. 

Ethiopian presidential adviser 
Kesse Kebede made the disclo- 
sures at a press briefing during a 
visit to Israel and in an interview 
with Israel Radio broadcast Fri- 
day. 

He said Ethiopia had agreed to 
farihtiate “the reunification of 
these families in Israel and else- 
where... on humanitarian 
grounds.” 

Kebede denied U.S. media re- 
ports that Israel had supplied 
Ethiopia with cluster bombs but 
referred indirectly to military 
cooperation by saying they 
“share the geostrategic rela- 
tionship of keeping the Red Sea a 
non-Arab sea... to ensure both 
countries continued passage 
through its shipping lanes.” 


Foreign newspapers have 
alleged that Israel has swapped 
arms for Jews, supplying the be- 
leaguered Communist govern- 
ment in Addis Ababa with 
weapons and military advisers to 
fight Eritrean guerrillas. Israel 
has denied the reports. 

Israeli military censors bad pre- 
viously suppressed news of im- 
migration from Ethiopia for fear 
it could harm the delicate chan- 
nels through which the African 
Jews were reaching Israel. 

Journalists and photographers 
who witnessed the arrival of the 
white-robed immigrants at Tei 
Aviv airport were prevented from 
reporting it. 

In 1984-1985, Israel brought 
some 10,000 Ethiopians in a sec- 
ret airlift dubbed “Operation 
Moses.” Reports of the emigra- 
tion were regularly censored and 
the airlift was aborted when it 
was publicised. 

By 1986, 15,000 Ethiopian 


Jews were living in Israel. 

Earlier this year a spokesman 
for the quasi-go vernmental Jew- 
ish Agency, which helps immig- 
rants, said about 100 Ethiopians 
were reaching Israel each month. 

Kebede spoke of hundreds of 
emigrants but said he would not 
give exact numbers because it 
could harm the parties involved. 

The black Jews are widely 
known as Faiashas. although they 
regard the Ethiopian term, which 
means migrants or wanderers, as 
offensive. 

Israel and Ethiopia renewed 
diplomatic relations fast year and 
Kebede said his country would 
soon open an embassy. 

“I don’t know if the embassy 
will be In Jesualem. We are 
prepared to send an ambassador 
to Israel soon,” he told Israel 
Radio, speaking fluent Hebrew. 
He studied at the Hebrew Uni- 
versity 25 years ago and learned 
the language then. 


Kebede said that at the request 
of Israeli Prime Minister Yitzhak 
Shamir, Ethiopia had freed 
dozens of Jews imprisoned for 
attempting to leave illegally for 
Israel. Most of those pardoned 
had already reached, be said. 

He told the radio that Ethiopia 
was interested in closer economic 
ties with Israel. 

“Ethiopia has a lot of land, 
there is a lot of water, there are 
economic opportunities we can 
develop. From that you will be- 
nefit and the Ethiopian people 
will benefit.” 

News of recent immigrants 
from Ethiopia has leaked out 
only in "connection with events 
inside Israel. 

In January, the mayor of the 
northern Israeli town of Maaiot 
protested against plans to use the 
local immigrant absorption centre 
for new Ethiopian arrivals. He 
demanded white Soviet Jews in- 
stead. 


U.K., France 
condemn 
settlements in 
E. Jerusalem 

UNITED NATIONS (R) — 
Western nations have joined the 
U.N. Security Council debate on 
the flow of Russian Jews to Israel 
with both Britain and France 
saying Israeli settlements in the 
occupied territories were illegal, 
including those in East Jeru- 
salem. 

Canada as well as Finland con- 
demned the settlements as con- 
trary to international law under 
the fourth Geneva Convention 
but neither nation specifically 
mentioned East Jerusalem. 

Four days of debate have been 
held since March 15 on settle- 
ments in Israeli-occupied territor- 
ies because of Arab fears that 
new Soviet emigration policies 
could result in as many as 100,000 
Jews reaching Israel in 1990. 

A number of proposals for 
resolutions are circulating since 
the Soviet Union requested the 
meeting but no definitive text has 
emerged. Arab nations want the 
settlements declared illegal and 
demand that all states, particular- 
ly the United States, stop provid- 
ing Israel with aid that could be 
used to settle Jews in the territor- 
ies. 

In contrast, U.S. proposals for 
a resolution regret Israeli policy 
but do not declare settlements 
illegal. 

French Ambassador Pierre- 
Louis Blanc criticised recent 
Israeli appeals for increased Jew- 
ish settlements in the territories, 
saying: “Such declarations can in 
no way create the climate of 
confidence that is essential for 
any progress towards a peaceful 
solution of the Israeli-Arab con- 
flict.” 


New Iraqi launchers reportedly 
extend missile range to Israel 


NEW YORK (R) — Iraq has 
built for the first time laun- 
chers for missiles which could 
reach as for as Tel Aviv, the 
New York Times reported Fri- 
day. 

Citing a classified Central 
Intelligence Agency (CIA) re- 
port prepared early this 
month, the newspaper said the 
missile launchers have pro- 
voked concern among senior 
Bush administration officials. 

But the paper reported that 
U.S. intelHgepce experts be- 
lieve the missiles are intended 
in part to discourage any 
Israeli attack on Iraqi chemical 
or nuclear weapons installa- 
tions. 

American intelligence about 
the missile launchers was dis- 
closed before the arrests 
Wednesday of five people in 
London in connection with the 
smuggling of Iraq-bound elec- 
trical devices, the New York 
limes said. 

The intelligence report said 
six launchers had recently been 
completed at its H-2 airfield, 
which the paper reported an 
administration official said was 
built by the British and is in 
western Iraq, on the road be- 
tween Baghdad and Jordan. 

U.S. intelligence experts say 
they believe the launchers are 
for Iraq's Al-Husayn surface- 
to-surface missile, a 640- 
kilometre version of the 
Soviet-designed Scud missiles 
which Iraq used against Iran in 
the eight-year Gulf war. 

According to the report, the 
launchers were the first sta- 
tionary ones — which experts 
say are more accurate — Iraq 


has built within range of Tel 
Aviv. 

“If true, we would be very 
concerned. We are concerned 
about the destabilising effects 
of the spread of ballistic mis- 
siles and missile technology, 
especially in areas of tension," 
the New York Times quoted 
White House spokesman Ro- 
man Popadiuk as saying. 

An unidentified senior admi- 
nistration official said Iraqi 
officials had signalled to fore- 
ign diplomats the launchers 
would be used to retaliate 
against an Israeli pre-emptive 
attack against Iraqi military 
installations, the New York 
Times reported. 

A spokesman for the U.S. 
Central Intelligence Agency 
said the CIA does not com- 
ment on such reports as a 
matter of policy. 

Additionally. Iraq has a 
well-advanced nuclear 
weapons programme and is be- 
lieved to have missiles that can 
hurl warheads thousands of 
miles, according to expert con- 
gressional testimony little 
noticed until a detonator- 
smuggling case spotlighted the 
issue. 

Rear Admiral Thomas 
Brooks, director of U.S. Naval 
Intelligence, also said Iraq 
probably has biological as well 
as chemical weapons and that 
China was eagerly trying to sell 
short and medium-range mis- 
siles in the Middle East. 

Baghdad's successful test 
last December of a satellite- 
launching rocket “probably in- 
dicates the system can deliver 
warheads, possibly to targets 


thousands of miles sway,” 
Brooks said. 

He gave these assessments in 
testimony to a subcommittee 
of the House of Representa- 
tives Armed Service Commit- 
tee earlier this month, before 
allegations surfaced that Iraq 
tried to smuggle equipufent 
used to trigger nuclear devices 
through Britain. 

His testimony to the seapow ■ 
er, strategic arid critical male- 
rials subcommittee on March 
14 attracted almost on public 
attention at the time. And his 
assessments differ dramasicaHy 
from the cautious stat em e nt s 
of Bush administration spokes-, 
man. 

Brooks said; “Several Thtsd 
World countries, including 
Iraq and North Korea, have 
advanced midcar weapon de- 
velopment programmes... 
Iran, with an eye towards 
Iraq's well-advanced program- 
me, is seeking its own nudear 
weapons capability." 

In contrast. State Depart- 
ment spokesman Richard 
Boucher offered a more reas- 
suring analysis Thursday, 
saying: 

“We do not foresee a near- 
term Iraqi nuclear weapons 
capability. However, we re- 
main concerned about the dan- 
ger that Iraq may seek to de- 
velop a nuclear weapons op- 
tion in the future.” 

On China, Brooks gave li t tl e 
credence to Peking’s assur- 
ances to the Bush administra- 
tion not to sell medium-range 
missiles to Middle Eastern 
countries. 


Japan gives $2 million for 
Palestinians under occupation 


AMMAN (J.T.) — Japan has 
decided to extend S2 million 
emergency aid in cash for the 
procurement of food for the 
Palestinian refugees through the 
U.N. Relief and Works Agency 
(UNRWA) in view of the de- 
teriorated living conditions of the 
Palestinian refugees in the West 
Bank and the Gaza Strip, accord- 
ing to a Japanese Embassy press 
release received in Amman. 

The uprising in the Israeli- 
occupied West Bank and the 
Gaza Strip has continued since 
December 1987, resulting in 
more than 800 Palestinians dead 
and over 30,000 injured. 

“Because of the severe mea- 


sures taken by the Israeli govern- 
ment, the Uving standard of 
Palestinian people has deterio- 
rated very badly. In such a situa- 
tion, UNRWA has requested 
Japan to extend supplementary 
aid in addition -to the ordinary 
food aid,” the press release said. 

“In response to this request, 
Japan has decided to extend an 
emergency aid to UNRWA for 
the purchase of food for die 
Palestinian refugees,” the release 
added. 

Since 1980 Japan has contri- 
buted about 8,500 million yen in 
total (JD 36 million) to UNRWA 
for the relief of Palestinian re- 
fugees. 


More trucks needed to extend Ethiopian relief operations 


ADDIS ABABA (Agencies) — 
A group of church relief agencies 
appealed to the international 
community Friday for 100 new 
trucks to extend famine relief in 
rebel-held areas of northern 
Ethiopia. 

Francis Stefanos, the coordina- 
tor of the Joint Relief Partnership 
(JRP), said the consortiums pre- 
sent truck fleet was good enough 
to travel only 150 kilometres 
north from Dessie, the capital of 
Wollo province, to the rebel-held 
town Kobo. 

“For our food convoys to go 
further and climb the steep 
escarpments of Alamata and 
reach Adigrat in the extreme 
north of rebel-held Tigray pro- 
vince, we must have brand new 
and sturdy trucks as a matter of 
priority,” he said. 

“We appeal to the internation- 
al community to send us the 
trucks required on a priority 
basis,” Francis said, adding that 
100 vehicles would be required. 

The JRP began a “safe pas- 
sage" scheme to feed a million 
victims of drought and civil war in 
rebel-held areas of northern Wol- 
lo and Tigray on March 20. Fran- 


cis said 887 tonnes of food had 
reached Kobo since then. 

The JRP truck convoys cross 
the military lines 35 kilometres 
north of Dessie with the consent 
of both Ethiopia's Soviet-backed 
government and the rebel Tigray 
Peoples Liberation Front 
(TPLF). 

However they are not pro- 
tected by any formal ceasefire 
and a thud round of peace talks 
between the two sides in Rome 
collapsed Thursday. 

The JRP currently runs daily 
convoys between Dessie and 
Kobo with a fleet of 40 trucks. 
Francis said it planned to increase 
rapidly the number of trucks to 
147 so that 14,500 tonnes of food 
a month could be moved into the 
rebel-held area. 

In addition, the JRP would 
need at least 100 brand new 
heavy duty trucks to reach the 
areas worst hit by last year's 
severe drought further north, be 
said. 

Hist reports from a JRP recon- 
naissance team indicated that 
several bridges on the main road 
running north through Tigray had 
been destroyed, Francis said. 


The road itself was in poor 
condition near Alamata in north- 
ern Wollo, where it zig-zags up a 
steep escarpment, be added. 

Francis expected the number of 
people in northern Wollo and 
Tigray suffering acute food shor- 
tages to increase sharply between 
April and June. 

“The JRP believes that the 
period beginning in May will be 
very critical and unless more food 
is stocked at selected centres... it 
may not be possible to stop a 
flood of hungry people leaving 
their villages in search of food,” 
he said. 

The JRP, which groups relief 
agencies connected to the Roman 
Catholic, Lutheran and Ethio- 
pian Orthodox churches, even- 
tually hoped to employ nearly 300 
trucks on the “safe passage” op- 
eration. Francis said. 

The aim was to take 130,000 
tonnes of food into the region by 
next December, he said. 

The problem of bow to feed 
nearly two million hungry people 
in the Red Sea province of Erit- 
rea remains unsolved. 

Since the rebel Eritrean Peoples 
liberation Front (EPLF) cap- 


tured Massawa, the province’s 
main port, in February the dis- 
tribution of food aid in 
government-held areas of the 
province has stopped. 

The government has appealed 
to donors to finance a massive 
airlift of food to the besieged 
provincial capital Asmara. 

The EPLF is urging the United 
Nations to use Massawa as a 
gateway for a second '‘safe pas- 
sage" operation to feed people in 
berth government and rebel-held 
areas. 

The authorities in Addis Aba- 
ba have rejected this option. 

EC gives $318.8m grant 

The European Community is 
to grant and lend Ethiopia $318.8 
million to develop agriculture, 
industry, milling and energy, the 
official Ethiopian News Agency 
(ENA) said Friday. 

ENA said the money would be 
banded out in the five years after 
1991. It gave no details of repay- 
ments. 

It said EC delegate Benno 
Haffner told President Mengistu 
Haile Mariam at a meeting 
Thursday that 90 per cent of the 


money would be a grant. 

ENA said the EC had granted 
or loaned Ethiopia $597.7 million 
between 1986 and 1990. 

U.N. envoy in Ethiopia 

Meanwhile a senior U.N. offi- 
cial has arrived here in a new. 
desperate effort to get food to 
millions of people faced with 
starvation in Ethiopia's war-torn 
north. 

Abdul Rahim Farah, the under 1 
secretary-general for special poli- 
tical affairs, arrived Thursday and 
later met with Pres dent Haile 
Mariam. 

It was Farah ’s second visit to 
the Horn of Africa nation in a 
month. Following his first visit, 
he criticised government relief 
efforts as inadequate and called 
for a bigger U.N. role. 

Details of Farah ’s meeting with 
Mengistu were not disclosed. 

The United Nations estimates 
between 4 and 6 milli on Ethio- 
pians face starvation this year. It 
has appealed for 1.1 million tons 
of emergency food for the vic- 
tims. mainly in Tigre and Eritrea 
provinces. 


After his earlier visit, Farah 
said U.N. Secretary-General 
Javier Perez de Cuellar had made 
dear to the government the need 
for neutrality in providing huma- 
nitarian assistance. 

This was a reference to the 
government's refusal to allow 
non-Ethiopian relief workers into 
areas controlled by TPLF and 
EPLF. 

Farah 's visit comes nearly a‘ 
week after the consortium of 
local churches began delivering 
emergency food to rebel-held 
areas. 

This followed a promise by the 
Tigreans and the government to 
allow safe passage for relief con- 
voys. 

Meanwhile, Ethiopian Deputy 
Prime Minister Ashagre Yialetn 
told reporters that after three 
rounds of preliminary peace talks 
the two sides were stalled 
over two key issues. There would 
be no new round in the foresee- 
able f utur e, be said. 

The TPLF and the government 
of Haile Mariam had agreed on 
most issues in the Italian- 
sponsored talks, which began in 
October. 


Rebels drop opposition to 
Lifeline Sudan flights 


ADDIS ABABA (R) — Rebels 
in southern Sudan said Friday 
they had dropped their opposi- 
tion to relief flights and they 
could resume immediately. 

Lam Akol, number three in the 
rebel Sudan Peoples Liberation 
Army (SPLA). made the 
announcement after talks in 
Addis Ababa with the U.N. spe- 
cial representative for Sudan, . 
Michael Priestley. 

■ Priestley is director of Lifeline 
Sudan, a U-N.-coordmated re- 
lief operation which aims to assist 
4 .5 million people affected by the 
Sudanese civil war this year on 
both sides of the lines. 

“We believe that the second 
leg Operation Lifeline Sudan is 
overdue by four months. Aircraft 
shuttling emergency food to 
affected people in the south can 
fly without any fear whatsoever 
from the rebel side,” Akol told 
Reuters. 

“Our earlier objection was due 
to the unjustified allocation of 
food aid to areas held by the 
SPLA. But following out discus- 
sions with Priestley we have 
agreed to allow the resumption of 
the operation, effective im- 
mediately,” he said. 

The SPLA has objected to a 
provisional agreement between 
the United Nations and Sudan’s 
military government under which 
rebel-held areas would get 16,000 
tonnes of food aid this year, down 
from 46,000 during the first phase 
of Lifeline in 1989. 

The United Nations had mean- 
while agreed to distribute 50,000 
tonnes of food in parts of south- 
ern Sudan held by the govern- 
ment and 26,000 to displaced 
people in Khartoum, keeping a 
further 12,000 tonnes in reserve. 

Akol said the proportion of aid 
distributed to rebel-held areas 
would now be decided on the 
basis of a survey to be conducted 
jointly by the United Nations and 
the SPLA. 

The SPLA has been fighting 


since 1983 to end what its sees as 
the domination of black. Christ- 
ian or anunist southern Sudan by 
the Arabised Muslim north. 

After militapr successes over 
the past year, it now controls an 
area of southeastern Sudan as 
Urge as neighbouring Uganda. 

U.N. sources in Nairobi said 
Priestley had gone to Addis Aba- 
ba with an offer to add 16,000 
tonnes of food from non- 
governmental organisations to 
the 16,000 already allocated by 
the United Nations for rebel-held 
area. 

The SPLA earlier expressed 
anger that a U.N. -sponsored 
donors conference Monday# 
which discussed plans for a $121- 
million relief operation this year, 
was held in Khartoum. The rebels 
said the conference should have 
been held at a neutral venue. 

Last year’s Lifeline Sudan op- 
eration spent $170 million on 
trying to get 107,000 tonnes of 
food to needy people in southern 
Sudan by truck, train, river barge 
and plane. 

But it came to a halt on Nov. 3 
when the government banned 
most relief flights to the south as 
it began to bomb rebel-held 
towns. 

Since then, several non- 
governmental relief organisa- 
tions, such as the Lutheran Work! 
Federation on the government 
side and Norwegian Peoples Aid 
on the rebel side, have continued 
to move food into the south 
without the protection of the 
U.N. umbrella. ^ 

However, U.N. relief opera- 
tions in the region have been 
virtually paralysed by the flight 
ban. The activities of other relief 
organisations, such as the Inter- 
national Committee of the Red 
Cross (TCRC), have also suf- 
fered. 

U.N. officials said the 
Sudanese government dropped 
its ban on flights into rebel-held 
areas from Kenya and Uganda. 
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21:30 GkencalMuse 

22M NcvainEnglbfa 

22£0 Feature flm: “The Defiant 
Ones’’ 

MAYER IMS 

0*04 P»jr 

0512? (Sunrise) Paha 


11:40 Dfanhr 

15:12 *Asr 

27:50 Maghreb 

19:16 ... *Isha 


CHURCHES 

St. Mary of NasarctfcCbCTcfcSwetfleh, 
TcL 810740 

Assemblies at God Church. Tel. 
632785. 

St- Joseph Church Td. 624590. 
Church at the A nn— rt a thw Tel. 
637440. 

De la Sale Chare* Tei. 661757 
Tomato Ctenh Tel: 622366 
Church at Ac Ana— datt an Tel. 
623541. 

AnrfkaB Chare* TcL 625383. TcL 
628543. 

Armenian CatbaHc Church Tei. 
771331. 

Armenian Oithedn Chare* Tel. 
775261. 

St. Ephraim Chare* TeL 771751. 

t nmal hnal Chat* Tel. 


EnspHal Lathenn Chat* Td: 

811295. 

The Ctarch at Jam Christ at LaUcr- 
Day Salats Tel. 815817, 654932 

RBATHEB 

Boikfosiqip&cd by Ob Department of 
Meteorology. 


Goods iwi M w gradually during tbc 
day, and in (be evening it win become 
partly cloudy. A drop hi temperatures 
will occur and winds win be westerly 
moderate. In Aqaba, winds wffl be 
northerly moderate and seas calm. 

MmAnaz. temp. 

Amman 7/16 

Aqaba 14/27 

Deserts ... 6/21 

Jordan Valley 11/24 

Yesterday's hi gh trmpwmmi . Am- 
man 21 . Aqaba 29. Hmnk&ty teadmp: 
Amman 30 per cent. Aqaba 16 per 
cent 

USEFUL TELEPHONE 


NIGHT DUTY 

AMMAN: 

Dr. Othman Mustafa 77424 

Dr.ZcmZagttotri 638591 

Dr. Abdd Wabab Awad 846070 

Dr. Razq Aba Zeau ( — ) 

Kras pharmacy 661912 

Ferdows pharmacy 778336 

AiAscma pharmacy 637055 

Nanookh pharmacy 62 3672 

AJ Satem pharmacy 636730 

Yacoob pharmacy 644945 

Shmcisam pharmacy .... 637660 


DUOD: 


Radio Jordan 

... 774111 

AI Shana’ pharmacy 

ZAJBQA: 

Dr. Yaaya AlTarifi 

KhaEfiefa pharmacy 

... (983238) 

<-> 

985417 

Jordan BccSricky Authority 
Electric Power 

Company 

RJ Ftigbt InfonwatipB 

Queen Alb ImL Airport 

..815615 

...636381 

08-53200 

08-53200 


Gvil Defence Department 661111 

Cm] Defence Immedia t e 

Rescue 630341 

Civil Defence Emergency 199 

Rescue Pofice 192.621111.637777 

Foe Brigade 891228 

Blood Bank 775121 

Highway Police 843402 

Traffic Pobcc 896390 

Ps MrSwa riqrDc pii tmrat 630321 

Hotel Coavbmls 605800 

Price Gompbhtfs 661176 


Water and Sewerage 

897467 

Amman Municipality 

rnMlhmta 

787111 


Tel ep h o ne Information 

(duearsy assistance) 121 

Overseas Chib 010230 

Central Amman Telephone 

Repairs 623101 

AixiafiTefcphoBeRqiabs .....661101 
Jordan Television 773111 


AMMAN: 

HmseinMedkal Centre 81381302 

Khalhfi Maternity, J. Aon... 644281/6 
Akfleh Maternity, J. Ann.... 642441/2 

Jabal Arana Maternity .642362 

Melbas. J. Amman 636140 

Palestine, Sanesrai 664171/4 

Shmdsam Hospital .....669131 

Unmasity Hospital 845845 

Al-Mnashcr Hospital 667227/9 

The Identic, AbcWi 666127/37 

AJ-Ahfi. Abdah 664164/6 

Italian. Al-Mahajreen 777101/3 

AFBmbir. j.Adrrafieh 775111/26 

Army, Marta -891611/13 

Queen Aha Hospital 60224050 

And Hospital 674153 

ZARQAj 

ZaxqaGovt. HosphaJ ..... 

Zarqa National Hospital .. 

Ibn Sena Hospital ... 

BUMP; 

Princess Basma Hospital .. 

Greet CatboSc Hospital 
Dm Al Nafees Hospital 



AQABA: 

PriaceasHaya Hospital .... (03)314111 


QUEEN ALIA. 
INTERNATIONAL 
AIRPORT 


Tiro HdormarioD is sapptieti try Royal 
Jbntariao (RJ) l a ftr inat fan thpirt- 
mcot nr tag Qaeea ASa M e md ka u i 
Airport TeL (08)53700-5. where it 
/book! always be rcri&edl 


Rofri Jordanian (RJ) FHghto 
(Terminal 1) 

0*45 TaCTinrr Kmto Lampar (RJ) 

0*15 Aqaba (RJ) 

0930 NewDeB&nU) 

0M0 Cairo (RJ) 

0935 Karachi, Dubai (RJ) 

Abu Dhabi, Bahrain (RJ) 

Dbahran, Kuwait (RJ) 

2fe45 Cairo (RJ) 

tktS Frankfort (RJ) 

17:00 Baghdad (RJ) 

17:46 New York. Vienna (RI) 

IMS TripoS flU) 

4040 Hebtai, Aqaba (RJ) 

01*0 Jeddah (add.) (RJ) 


Other Flights (Terminal 2} 

14*5 

15*0 


S -=r58Sfaj 

17:55 

Bb30 

Doha! (ESQ 

“Sts Riyadh (SU) 

»40 KnwmtfKU) 

IMS Tripoli (LN) 

MARKS? 

RKES 


1730 


. Dubai, Damascus (EK) 
... Pans, Dam asc u s (AP) 


Roy*l Jordanian (RJ) Right* 
(Terminal i) 

— Aqaba (RJ) 

lfcOO HdwnfcifRJ) 

10*0 Tripoli (RJ) 

IMS Vienna, Qncago (RJ) 

1W0 - - Geneva, Frankfurt ( 

1105 .... Amsterdam, New York < 

1M0 Rome, Madrid 4 

1254 London i 

IMS Pam | 

1230 Frankfurt, Breascb l 

12M Cairo 4 

19*0 — — Kuwaiti 

IMS Bahrain, Dobs (Rjj 

— Jeddah®}) 

21:15 ... Aba Dhabi. Dubai (RJ) 

Other Rights (TevmbMl 2) 


0fc35 ... 
toll ... 

- Baghdad (IA) 

less .. 
IMO ... 

Riyadh (SV) 


Uppezrtower price in fib per kg. 

4W/440 & 

450/400 

Banana (Moknmnar) 400/350 

1330/1000 

gbfcy 80/ 40 

£* £ 220/150 

C™®"® 250/200 

^RmBbea(fatrfe) . — 250/200 

Gnnibat (small) 5DD/4G0 

450 / 400 

300/290 

n 700 / 600 

P™** 1 "* 250/200' 

350/280 

L«iuce (per one) 120 / 100 

Mgrowforga) 250/200 

400/350 



OtoOntereeB) 220/180 

330 / 280 

n r * 400 / 350 

£=**** <”*) DOO/KBO 

gK**"**) MO/300 

130/ H» l. 

400/ 350 

170/120 J 

370/320 





Home Ne 
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Animal vaccine industry enters new era 


By a Jordan Times 
Staff Writer 

AMMAN — The Jordanian 
pharmaceutical industry is seen 
as one of the most successful in 
the Arab World according to 
many experts, and a new addi- 
tion to h is the Jordan Centre 
for Veterinary Vaccine 
(JCW), which has now 
started exporting vaccines to 
Bahrain and the United Arab 
Emirates. 

According to the centre's 
deputy-director, Dr. Emile 
Msanat, contacts are under 
way with vaccine importers in 
Saudi Arabia on possible ex- 
port deals. 

Although the JCW is new 


and there axe many wmwiar 
centres in the Middle Fact, 
Msanat believes “ that the qual- 
ified staff and modem equip- 
ment will allow the JCW to 
compete with other centres in 
the Arab World.” He de- 
scribed JCW exports to 
Bahrain and the UAE as a' 
major step. He did not provide 
any figures. 

The JCVV, which was estab- 
lished in 1988 with assistance 
from the West German gov- 
ernment agency GTZ. is pre- 
sently producing 80 million 
doses of certain types of vac- 
cines for local and export mar- 
kets. 

“We hope to expand, to 


produce 170 million doses of 
which only half will be re- 
quired in Jordan," Dr. Mukh- 
les Ammarin told the Jordan 
News Agency, Petra, in a re- 
cent interview. 

An important goal of the 
centre is to reduce the coun- 
try’s dependence on imported 
vaccines which are very costly. 
The Ministry of Agriculture 
and the private sector used to 
spend JD 300,000 for the im- 
port to certain types of vac- 
cines and now die JCW is 
offering import substitutes. 

“The project is saving the 
country JD 300,000 in hard 
currency because they used to 
import these vaccines from 
Europe before the centre was 


established,” Msanat told re- 
porters during a recent press 
tour of the centre located 12 
kilometres north of Amman in 
a forested, isolated area. 

“There are other vaccines 
which the minis try s till imports 
but we hope to cover these 
needs in the future,” he added. 

The centre, which is part of 
the five-year development plan 
as well as a ^b^icwl coopera- 
tion programme between Jor- 
dan and West Germany, pro- 
duces sheep-pox, goat-pox, 
brucella, anthrax and New 
Castle disease vaccines. 

Msanat explained that vac- 
cine production was profitable 
for the country once the indus- 


try had a very high-profit mar- 
gin — 75 per cent. 

In a move to diversify its 
production, the centre, with 
the assistance of two German 
experts, has started ex- 
perimenting with biologicals. 
“We want to go into producing 
biologicals which are now im- 
ported. We are awaiting the 
Ministry of Agriculture's 
approval,” Msanat said. The 
centre is also waiting for 
approval from the minsitry to 
put on the market 40 million 
doses of poultry vaccine. 

GTZ provides two types of 
assistance to the centre; one is 
financial by supplying equip- 
ment and tiie other is technic- 
al. Two qualified German con- 


sultants are working at the 
centre to supervise p roduc tion 
and train local staff. GTZ has 
given scholarship for training 
staff here and abroad. 

“The functions of this centre 
are to produce vaccines to 
meet local needs as well as a 
surplus for export, and to train 
staff and others on how to use 
the vaccine properly,” Dr. 
George Welland, project man- 
ager at the cnetre, told the 
Jordan Times. 

Both Alrun Auer van 
Meleck, a senior trashing tech- 
nician. and Weiland assist in 
tiie training seminars that are 
held for the staff, employees 
from concerned ministries and 
those involved in related fields. 
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NATIONAL NEWS IN BRIEF 


King prays at Aqaba 

AMMAN (Petra) — tBs Majesty King Hussein performed Friday 
prayers atAl Hussein Ibn AH Mosque in the port dty at Aqaba. 
His Royal Highness Crown Prince Hassan performed the prayer at 
King Abdullah Ibn A1 Hussein Mosque in Amman . Accompanying 
the Crown Prince were the Speaker of the Upper House of 
Parliament, Hb Majesty’s special advisor, the chief Islamic justice, 
the Public- Security Department director and several senior 
officials. On Thursday His Majesty King Hussein received a 
telephone call from Egyptian President Hosni Mubarak, who 
congratulated the King off "the start of tiie fasting month of 
Ramadan and wished him continued good health and happiness 
and the Jordanian people further p rogress and prosperity under his 
leadership. 

Book released on social problems 

AMMAN (J.T.) — “Ashteo,” the second novel by Ham Abu 
Naim, was published recently by Dar Ghassan Publishing House in 
Amman. Abu Naim’s first novel, published in 1968, was called 
“Peace Emissaries.” The second novel, of 162 pages, is an allegory 
of social problems where the good ultimately wins over falsehood, 
and hypocrisy. The writer works as chief financial comptroller with 
file Social Security Corporation. 

Draft trade law prepared 

AMMAN (Petra) — The Ministry of Industry and Trade has- 
prepared a draft law for commercial agents and mkkflemen. The 
law is based on tiie most recent laws used in the world in this field. 
The ministry has asked those interested in and concerned with the 
issue to present their views of the draft law before it is transferred 
to the concerned authorities for approval. The law aims to organise 
the profession of commercial agents and define conditions to 
practice the profession. 

Frigate visits Aqaba 

AMMAN (J.T.) — The U.S. Navy ship USS Simpson will pay a 
pent call in Aqaba from March 29 to April 3, 1990. Ships of the 
U.S. Navy's Middle East Force regularly call at Aqaba as part of 
the i r pro gra mme visits to friendly states in the region. Past visits to 
' Aqaba have been very much enjoyed by the ship’s personnel. 
While in Aqaba, officers of the ship wilt pay calk on military and 
.tivflam officials and participate in soda! events with local residents. 
The ship’s crew will participate in sporting events with Jordanian 
sofefiers and visit Petra. Hie USS Simpson is an Oliver Hazard 
Perry Class frigate. 

ACC discusses energy cooperation 

CAIRO (Petra) — Oil and energy moisten in the Arab Cooperation' 
Ccnacfi (ACQ member states will hold a meeting in Ammanin 
Apr9 f according to tile Egyptian Middle East News Agency - Th e 
steering will follow up the implementation of cooperation prog- 
rammes within the framework of ofl and gas agreement ssgned at 
theta meeting of the ACC heads of state. Hie ministers will also 
dbcuss the prospects of cooperation and exchange of expertise m 
Se^i relat ed to petroleuiii products and projects. 

Panel assesses toxic waste site 

AMMAN (Petra) — A committee comprising director of the 
Mriftsanent department at the Ministry of Municipal a nd Rura l 
I 'Affiritt and the Environment and representatives of Mhnstaydf 
Health, and Ministiy of Water and Irrigation, in adefitkm to Lower 
Z -Eouteof Parliament Deputy Jamal A1 Khreisha Thursday visited a 
ftaic waste dumping site, east of Swaqain the central desert area, 
3ft assess the effects of the waste on the environment Hie 
l^tonraritjee frond that the toxic waste had negative effects on 
'• ground water, livestock and arable land in the area, thus 
Mtaaotisg another site away from ground water resources, 

' ' Pastures and arable land. 


; Tomi«t» arrive In Aqaba 

£ AQABA (Petra) — Two ships, carrying ‘ 

Thursday docked at Aqaba port 

^rXimr, organiser of these trips. Kuwar noted that such tops were 
J &e fruh^^coopezathm between the H&nstty 
V- the private sector. He pointed out that the German ship, Europe, 
< «oeV*o no wiridi docked Tbuwhy, todnade m fim wer 

a i— 



resort. 


A1 Ra’i did not breach any 
regulation, Kayed says 


AMMAN (J.T.) — The Arabio- 
fangnage AI Ra’i daily did not 
breach any provisions of the Press 
and Publications Law related to 
secret parliamentary sessions 
when it published the decision by 
tiie Lower House of Parliament 
to refer nine cases of possible 
corruption to the prosecutor- 
general and to seek further de- 
tails on others, according to A1 
Ra’i Editor-in-Chicf Mahmoud 
A1 Kayed. 

In a reply to House Speaker 
Suleiman Arar, who accused 
him of “pouring a torrent of 
angry words marked with mock- 
ery” in reaction to the House’s 
moves to locate what it consi- 
dered as “leaked information” on 
its secret session on corruption 
and financial mismana gement 

held on March 20, Kayed 
pointed out that while the session 
lasted over 10 horns, the news- 
paper had only carried the out- 
come of the deliberations and not 
the deliberations themselves. “It 
would have taken tens of pages to 
publish the deliberations,” Kayed 
said in his letter. 

“The A1 Ra’i report could have 
been read in minutes,” he added. 

“What A1 Ra’i published was 
the headlines of the cases that the 
House deckled to refer to the 
prosecutor-general,” he said. 
“And actually they were refer- 
red, and the cases were on the 
desk of the prosecutor-general 
when A1 Ra’i carried tiie story; 
does it mean that they were sec- 
ret?” he asked. 


Referring to the House speak- 
er’s charge that Parliament was 
faring a “new kind of democracy 
by allowing the press to publish 
a fl that is banned by law," Kayed 
said: “Who was asking for such a 
democracy? We, in the press, 
never beard of such a call, and 
none of ns who wrote on the topic 
have mentioned such a thing.” 

“Is it self-evident that demo- 
cracy does not allow tiie press, or 
the press allows itself, in any 
country to violate laws or to 
circumvent the constitution,” 
said Kayed, who has served two 
terms as president of the Jordan 
Press Association (JPA). 

Kayed referred to his appear- 
ance before the House committee 
charged with locating the “leak” 
on its secret session, and said that 
he cared for “the principles and 
ethics of address and conversa- 
tion.” 

“My conversation with the 
committee members was char- 
acterised by respect and affeo 
tkm be said. “I do not remem- 
ber any word that was exchanged 
between me and the committee 
that could have gone beyond the 
norms of friendship and brother- 
hood.” 

“It was op to the deputies to 
interpret my refusal to disclose 
the source of information as un- 
justified rejection and refusal to 
cooperate,” he said. 

“I have stressed and affirmed 
under oath that A1 Ra’i's source 
of information was not a deputy, 
senator or a minister or a repor- 


ter,” he said. “Furthermore, I 
also requested the deputies to 
tone down the issue ance it does 
not deserve all this fuss,” he 
added. “There was no ‘leakage;’ 
it was only a ■"»«» of A1 Ral 
collecting some information.” 

- “Today -(Thursday, March 29), 
after several days have passed 
since this happened, I am ready 
to meet the comnritee members 
to find out what happened during 
that session because I am keen on 
countering what the speaker and 
some members of the House had 
been told,” he said. 

Rejecting Speaker Arar’s 
assertion that the press was at 
liberty to praise or defame anyone 
it wanted to, Kayed asked: 
“Where did such ideas come 
from? God is only one who can 
slander.” 

“Our press, of which A1 Ra’i is 
a member, does not slander and 
does not pretend to be a 
preacher,” Kayed said. 

“Our jness is dedicated to our 
homeland and people and all of 
its sectors, classes and institu- 
tions... and forgives our dear 
friend,” Kayed said. 

He concluded by refuting 
another assertion by Speaker 
Arar that the press was no longer 
the so-called “fourth estate” 
since television and radio were 
assuming a major share in con- 
veying information. In fact, he 
said, television and radio have 
promoted the role of the press, 
which “is something which could 
be read, heard or seen.” 


Bad ran 

(Contfaued from page 1) 

Palestinian people, who are suffering 
from sieges and starvation, have the 
right to a decent fife on their own land 
and be governed by themselves. That 
is why we in Jordan have called and 
will ccmthwe to call far the necessity 
to firm a gnfn«t Jewish Immigra- 
tion (to Palestine) and the way it is 
carried oat under the insisrence of 
Israel to settle immigraiits in the 
occup i ed lands... 

“The major support for the intifada 
is oar national unity which we should 

main tain and safeguard once Palesti- 
nian national unity i» the guarantee of 
victory and the national unity an the 
Arathlordani&n arena is the guaran- 
tee to Palestinian national unity and 
our mmmnn steadfastness. I do not 
hesitate to emphasise that any 
attemp t to infringe upon tins unity or 
our national security will not come 
from no-one but who has a ^ped with 
the enemy. Anybody who aligns ten* 
wtf with the enemy is not a member 
of our nation and is an accomplice 
with our enemies against our stead- 


Tbe prune concluded by 

reaffirming to the Palestinian people 
in the occupied t er rito ri es tint “we 
«nmri by yon in yocr -steadfastness 
and suffering and in your courageous 
intifada since we mare a common 
destiny, future ami aspirations.” 



Iraq refutes nuclear charge 


(Continaed from page 1) 

British companies accused of ille- 
gally exporting electronic devices 
to trigger nuclear warheads were 
acting as agents of Iraq. 

The indictment, returned last 
month by a federal grand jury in 
San Diego, charges that Euromac 
(London) Ltd., and Atlas Equip- 
ment (U.K.) Ltd. acted on behalf 
of the Iraqi government to illegal- 
ly obtain the devices, which were 
made by a U.S. defence contrac- 
tor. 


Two of those arrested in Lon- 
don Wednesday were among five 
individuals named in the five- 
count indictment, released by the 
Justice Department after it was 
m jjwilid in San Diego. 

Ali Daghir, identified by Brit- 
ish authorities as the leader of the 
alleged smuggling operation, and 
Jeanine Speckman, a French 
woman released on bond Thurs- 
day by a British magistrate, were 
charged in the indictment. 


WHAT’S GOING ON 

The following listings arc compiled Grom monthly bulletins and 
the daily Arabic press. Readers are advised to verify the listed 
time and place with die concerned institutions. 

EXHIBITIONS 

☆ Exhibition of plastic artists Arty A1 Hamad and IbraUn A1 
Nahahndh at the Hooting Bank Complex. 

☆ Art exhfttitionjby seven Iraqi artists at Abthd Hameerf Shoman 
Foundation (10 us. - 5N p.m.) 

* Art exhibition entitled “Spanish c on te mp orary engravings” at 
the Royal Caftan! Centre. 

tr Art exhibition by Ahmad Nawash at the French Caftnral 
Centre. 


☆ Arabic children's play entitled “AI Staked” (the witness) at file 
Royal Cntaral Centre — 4riN> pjou 
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Women’s contribution 
to society highlighted 


Deputy 
details steps 
towards 
democracy 

KARAK, (Petra) — The Jorda- 
nian people have achieved sever- 
al goals on the path of demo- 
cracy, Deputy Mohammad Fares 
Tarawneh, said Thursday. 

Delivering a lecture about Jor- 
dan’s democratic experience at 
the Professional Association's 
Complex, Tarawneh pointed out 
that such achievements have been 
reflected in the restoration of 
public and political freedoms, the 
release of the confiscated pass- 
ports and the freeing of martial 
law, in preparation for its can- 
cellation. 

“However, Jordan’s democra- 
cy is not an absolute democracy, 
but a democracy based on the 
constitution's provisions, which 
take into consideration tiie poli- 
tical, economic and social dimen- 
sions,” he said. 

Tarawneh called for changing 
the patterns of consumption be- 
haviour and for converting them 
into elements capable of contri- 
buting to building tiie new Jor- 
dan. 

“A shift from negative to posi- 
tive attitudes is a prerequisite for 
serving public interest, and it Will 
surely contribute to sustaining the 
democratic progress and safe- 
guarding the gains and achieve- 
ments already made,” he said. 


AMMAN (Petra)— Her Majesty 
Queen Noor Thursday attended a 
celebration held by tiie Ministry 
of Social Development to mark 
International Women's Day. 

Addressing the celebration, 
which was held at the Royal 
Cultural Centre, Social Develop- 
ment Minister Abdul Majid 
Shraideh said that Jordanian 
women had participated actively 
in the development of the country 
and played an active role in the 
political, economic and social 
fields. 

. He praised the women’s con- 
tributions in areas like women 
federations and voluntary 

societies. 

Shraideh said women’s federa- 
tions seek to advance the status of 
women and give them equal 
chances for active participation in 


national development. 

He said the ministry had pro- 
vided all the necessary support to 
enable women to be more closely 
involved in the development pro-, 
cess at various levels. 

The ministry has honoured the 
Palestinian women for their role 
in countering the occupation au- 
thorities, the dedicated working 
women and the women who ex- 
celled in areas like scientific re- 
search and higher studies, be 
said. 

He said that this year's celebra- 
tion was especially in honour of 
women who had made an effort 
to become literate. 

At the end of the celebration. 
Queen Noor presented shields to 
several women who have gradu- 
ated from literacy education clas- 
ses. 


Meat, vegetables sufficient 
for Ramadan — Abdul Huda 


ZARQA (Petra) — Minister of 
Supply Nabil Abdul Huda has 
reaffirmed his ministry’s resolve 
to provide sufficient quantities of 
fresh imported Bulgarian meat, 
as Saturday and said it would be 
sold to consumers at the cost price, 
which is JD 1.800 per kilo. Abdul 
Huda, who was speaking at a 
meeting held at the Zarqa gov- 
ernor's office, said that the minis- 
try would import an additional 
plane load of beef in a bid to meet 
the needs of the local markets. 

He pointed out to the rise in 
the prices of vegetables 1 and fruit 
and said that there was a real 
shortage of soch foodstuffs in the 
market . 

However, be noted, the Minis- 
try of Agriculture and the Agri- 
cultural Marketing and Proces- 
sing Company have instructed the 
tomato paste factories in Arida 
and Ghor AI Safi to stop produc- 
ing tomato paste in order to meet 
the local demand for fresh toma- 


toes. 

He also said that the ministry 
had provided the market with 
large quantities of onions and 
potatoes, and that large quanti- 
ties of apples had been returned 
to the exporting countries be- 
cause of their poor quality. 

The minister said that world 
tea prices were on the increase 
and that a meeting of tea impor- 
ters would he held at the ministry 
Saturday to look into the possibil- 
ity of importing tea and putting it 
up for sale to consumers at 
reasonable prices. 

Zarqa Governor Mohammad 
Hussein Shobaki briefed the 
minister on the problems encoun- 
tered by Zarqa citizens, including 
the shortage of chicken, meat and 
some kinds of vegetables. 

The governor reviewed various 
supply issues with the minister 
ami stressed the need for inten- 
sifying control over importers and 
retailers. 


Officials pledge to donate 
corneas to the Eye Bank 


AMMAN (Petra) — Lower 
House of Parliament Speaker 
Suleiman Arar Thursday received 
a delegation representing the 
Jordanian Friends of Eye Bank 
Society, who briefed him on the 
society’s objectives and activities. 

The delegation said that a total 
of 580 cornea transplant had so 
far been performed in Jordan. 

Arar said be would donate his 
corneas to the Eye Bank, thus 
following in the footsteps of IBs 
Majesty King Hussein who 
announced eaifier this year that 
be would donate his corneas to 


the bank. Arar also promised to 
send a areolar to House members 
urging them to donate their cor- 
neas. 

Several deputies, including 
Yousef A! Adhem, Fuad AI 
Khieifat, Jamal AI Khreisha, 
Nayef Abu Tayeh and Abdallah 
AI Zureiqat have already voiced 
their willingness to donate their 
corneas to the bank. 

Also donating their corneas are 
Nayef AI Muheisen from the 
Petra News Agency, and Rima AI 
Dabbas and Ran da Taji from the 
Parliament’s General Secretariat. 


Jordan to participate 
in IPU conference 


AMMAN (Petra) — A Jordanian 
parliamentary delegation led by 
Lower House of Parliament 
Speaker Suleiman Arar wQl leave 
for Nicosia Saturday to take part 
in an International Parliamentary 
Union (IPU) conference. 

Arar will deliver a speech at 
the co nferen ce winch starts Mon- 
day, outlining the latest develop- 
ments in the Arab and interna- 


tional arenas, the Palestinian up- 
rising and the immigration of the 
Soviet Jews. 

Jordan has requested the issue 
of the Soviet Jewish immigration 
be added to the agenda of the 
conference as an additional, ur- 
gent issue. 

The six-day conference is sche- 
duled to discuss a number of' 
political and economic issues. 


Olivetti 
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Tel. 649760. TLX 22206 P.O.BOX 910207 
AMMAN. JORDAN 


COMPUTER JOBS 


JOBS VACANCIES 


Our company needs to hire electronics/hardware computer engineers 
and software support professionals . with the following profile: 


- Jordanian nationals 

- Aged 24 to 32 

- University graduates 

- Good command of Arabic and English 

- Motivated to work in a dynamic environment and build a career 

- No military obligations 

- A driving licence and a car are an advantage 

Those who previously apphed please refrtdtu 

CAUL 649760 FOR AN APPOINTMENT. 
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Land Day -a resounding pledge 

THE SYMBOLISM of Land Day commemorated Friday by 
PaJestraiaiis everywhere surpasses its original and immedi- 
ate objective of protesting Israeli expropriation of Arab 
lands wi t hin the Jewish state. 

As this national protest has spread in the West and 
Gaza Strip and become the ce n ter p iece for the crystallisa- 
tion of a Palestinian sense of nationafwm and yearning for 
statehood, the significance of the day has also become, since 
its initial stage, the epitome of Pa le s tini an cohesion and 
consolidation of efforts. 

Moreover, the unity shown in celebrating this occasion 
has become a major landmark and a significant milestone on 
the way to statehood. 

No wonder, therefore, that the Palestinians have remem- 
bered Land Day, tins time too, with renewed det e r mina tion 
and vigour maintaining its rightfid course. 

The e xten si v e participation in Friday’s commemoration 
of Land Day has evidently bolstered the determination of the 
Palestinian people everywhere to continue to wage their 
straggle for liberty and sdf-determination despite all the 
formidable obstacles pot in their path. 

The nervousness with which the Israeli authorities have 
anticipated this Palestfaiian occasion demonstrates how 
seriously Israel views Land Day. 

For a long time the Israeli estabtisfament had viewed the 
Palestinians as people with a superficial attachment to their 
lands; they thought of them as wandering bedonms who wffl 
easily foresake their territories. 

If nothing cbe, Land Day has come to demonstrate 
beyond a shadow of doubt that the Palestinians' roots in 
their homeland are so deep and profound that decades of 
occupation and oppression have not succe ed ed fin 
their co nunitii i e ii t to their land and cou n tr y. 

As Israel is bray today fornrfng another go ver n ment bn 
the ashes of the collapsed coaHtion government, and the 
Israeli people are deeply divided on how to deal with the 
Ptalestiniara, the celebration of Land Day most have come as 
an additional grim remmder to those Israelis who still 
entertain the false hope of dislodging the Palestinians from 
their ancestral land, that the Palestinians are there to stay 
and that there is no way that Israel might can succeed in 
expropriating their land. The Arab people as well as aH 
freedom-loving peoples of the world therefore salute the 
Palestinians on this occasion for their imsweriiq; wifl to rffag 
to their lands and homeland come what may. 
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ALL JORDANIAN Arabic dailies Friday discuss Land Day, an 
annual anniversary in which the Arab people of Jordan and other 
parts of the Arab World show solidarity with the Palestinian 
people who are fighting for their land and their freedom. The 
Zionist conspiracy is directed not only against the Palestinians bat 
also against Jordan in the first place and against the Arab Nation 
in general, and for this reason we feel that all of us are committed 
to support the Palestinian straggle for freedom, A1 Ra’i Arabic 
paper said Friday. The stronger the Joidanian-Phlestmian unity 
is, the stronger will be the resistance to the enemy’s conspiracies 
against ns, the paper added. It said that Jordanians and 
Palestinians should realise that they together face a great 
conspiracy and pressure designed to weaken their unity and their 
steadfastness and eventually weaken the intifada. The stronger 
the Jordanian -Palestinian unity the more powerful the uprising 
will be and the stronger will be the resistance of die oppressed 
Palestinian people, the paper noted. It said that solidarity on 
Land Day means enhancing the identity of tbe- Palestinian people 
and their resistance to oppression and joint struggle for freedom. 
Land Day, the paper added, is the day of Jordan and Palestine 
together and it is of a more significant meaning for tbe two 
peoples this year especially in the light of the Jewish immigration 
into Palestine. 

A columnist in A1 Ra’i daily launches a strong attack on the Soviet 
Union and the United States for colluding against tbe Arab 
Nation and jointly lying to tbe world in general and the Arab 
Nation in particular about their secret agreement concerning the 
Jewish emigration. Tareq Masanreh says that as the Arabs follow 
U.N. Security Council discussions about this emigration, they feel 
surprised about tbe U.S.-Soviet lies. Both Washington and 
Moscow realise that the emigration is causing barm to the rights of 
the Palestinians and both are in agreement that all of the occupied 
Arab territories should be called “land of Israel”. Tbe writer says 
that the two superpowers realise that Israel does not want to 
withdraw from the occupied Arab territories and yet neither one 
dares to denounce such Zionist plans. Washington and Moscow 
both realise that the Israelis are absorbing the new immigrants in 
the occupied Arab territories, and yet both choose to lie. 
Washington and Moscow agreed at their Helsinki summit to allow 
the Jews to emigrate, with Moscow succumbing to American 
pressure, and at the same time failing to defend toe Palestinian 
people’s rights, toe writer says. What about the Palestinian 
people’s rights in their homeland and what about repatriation? he 
asks. If toe Jews have the right to return to what is called Israel 
land, shouldn't toe Palestinians have toe same right and return to 
the land from which they have been turned out? asks Masarweh. 
He says that the Arabs regret Moscow’s stand and do not consider 
toe Soviet Union as an ally or a friend; and they are just awaiting 
Moscow to declare that openly. 

Sawt Al Shaab daily attacked toe Zionist lobby in the United 
States which, it says, is trying to stifle all new American 
administration’s policies with regard to the Middle East Tbe 
paper said that world Zionism seems to have realised that the 
‘ Bush administration was following a course of action different 
from those followed by previous ad minis tr a tions and for tins 
reason it is now exercising pressure on Washington. 
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‘Marxism: End of ideology?’ 


By Kamel S. Abu Jaber 


Part III 


FUTURE historians will, no 
doubt, marvel at the disman- 
tling of toe communist empire 
that took place in the twentieth 
century. One .American intel- 
lectual of Arab origin recently 
called it an ethical as well as a 
moral collapse of an entire 
system of values that failed to 
prove itself m practice. The 
judgment is not only too harsh 
and unjust but inaccurate as 
well. For wbat collapsed was 
not the humanist ideals of 
Marxism but the inhuman 
practice of toe communist state 
that turned itself into a repres- 
sive and dictatorial system. 

Whatever way one may in- 
terpret the events currently 
taking place in the communist 
world, they remain of vast his- 
torical significance. Several 
reasons account for tbis: chief 
among them is that — while 
the communist regime re- 
placed the empire of the tsars, 
Russian/Soviet policy within 
and without did not significant- 


ly change- Not until the advent 
of Michail Gorbachev did the 
state begin to look at its people 
as citizens rather than subjects, 
thinking or potentially thinking 
human beings rather than ob- 
jects to be manipulated from 
above. The changes that Gor- 
bachev initiated in the realm of 
foreign policy are humerous 
though one feature stands out 
as most significant:^’ namely, 
toe abandonment of toe tsarist 
dream of further expansion. A 
dream that the Communist 
state later justified in the name 
of Communism. 

It took courage not ethical or 
moral collapse to admit mis- 
takes. That is the second 
reason why the events in the 
“East” are so significant his- 
torically. Never before in toe 
history of man did an empire 
admit it was mistaken in its 
approach to life. Never before 
did an empire act upon that 
realisation and. willingly and 


from within, begin to divest 
itself of tbe mistakes of tbe 
past and peacefully allow itself 
fo be dismantled. 

Where will tbe process lead, 
no one knows. That is another 
feature rendering the whole 
process unique. Why didn't 
Mr. Gorbachev prepare a plan 
for himself? Why does there 
seem to be no blue print for 
what is taking place? Not only 
for what was once called the 
Soviet empire, but for tbe very 
Soviet Union itself? Why does 
tbe revolution from above 
seem to be overtaken from 
below? Why did not the “new 
thinking” provide for alterna- 
tives? A looser federation? A 
confederation? Complete inde- 
pendence for- the satellites as 
well as the republics within toe 
union? 

That something needed to 
be done was already obvious at 
least three decades ago when 
Nikita Khrushchev attacked 
Stalin and later introduced the 


concept of “peaceful coexist- 
ence” with toe capitalist world. 
In retrospect it is fair to say 
that what Mr. Gorbachev is 
doing is no more than an ela- 
boration of Khrushchev’s re- 
forms. For, peaceful coexist- 
ence then ami now is a coin 
that has two faces: internally 
that Communist ideology is no 
more than any other ideology 
found in that particular society 
and therefore has to compete 
peacefully to gain support. 
TTiat Communism has no lon- 
ger a monopoly on the truth as 
was previously emphasised 
and, essentially like all otber 
great systems of thought may 
even splinter into different in- 
terpretations of tbe same truth. 
Externally, peaceful coexist- 
ence means that the hated 
capitalist road or any other 
system of thought has the right 
Jo exist, and that henceforth 
violent struggle can, indeed, 
must be avoided. 

Mr. Gorbachev took office 


in March 1985, almost seventy 
years after the 1917 October 
revolution. Like his predeces- 
sor, Peter tiie Great, three hun- ; 
died years earlier, be too jour- 
neyed to toe west and was 
impressed with its material 
accomplishments. Peter was 
impressed with the European 
industrial revolution then tak- 
ing place and Michail with toe 
explosion of knowledge, toe 
advanced technologies, the in- 
formatics and tbe high stan- 
dard of living. In the wake of 
each visit, great changes occur- 
red and great debate ensued.' 
Today's debate within the 
Soviet Union between toe Sla- 
vophiles and the Westerners is 
but an echo of the earlier 
debate that culminated in 
nineteenth century tsarist Rus- 
sia. The debate is healthy in- 
dicating a certain resilience 
and a will to live m accordance 
with changing circumstances. 
The Slavophiles of today, like 
those of yesterday think that 


all is well within and that there 
is no need to borrow or learn 
from abroad. Like most ultra- 
conservatives anywhere in toe 
world, they exist in a half real 
world: between fear and free- 
dom. They want the change 
but they do not want to 
change. The Westernisers 
argue that things cannot 
change unless man himself, 
from within, changes first. In 
his speech addressing the 
twenty-seventh conference of 
the Communist Party in 1986, 
Mr. Gorbachev remarked, 
“any attempt to convert tbe 
theory to a collection of rigid 
bine prints and prescriptions 
toat are good for all- the cir- 
cumstances of life and every- 
where, contradicts the spirit 
and essence... Marx and En- 
gels scoffed at toe simplistic 
memorisation and repetition of 
formulas which of necessity 
changed by the objective poli- 
tical and economic situation of 
the changing times....” 


South Yemen waits for unity 


Bush seeks flexibility 
in allocating U.S. aid 


By Ued Graz 

THE WALLS, of Aden are plas- 
tered with portraits of the four 
“chief martyrs” killed, along with 
10,000 other people, in ten 
murderous days of dvD war in. 
1986. The present South Yemeni 
leaders, Ah Salim Al Baydh and' 
Haidar Abn BakrAl Attas, never 
had that honour; four dead 
.heroes were better than the risk 
of a personality cob in those 
highly unstable years. Another 
mustachioed face is appearing, 
that of North Yemen’s president. 
Colonel Ali Abdallah Saleh, for- 
mer enemy and now probably the 
most popular man in what is still 
the Popular Democratic Republic 
of Yemen. For 20 years, almost 
every time that Yemenis talked 
about unity, tbe result was blood- 
shed; scepticism was understand- 
ably rife after toe latest spate of 
declarations in November 1989. 
Three months later, even the 
sceptics are coming to think that 
this time the Yemenis might bring 
it off. 

No one on either side has ever 
dared contest the basic idea. The 
ideal of “Yemen” as such has 
endured through centuries of 
fragmentation; toe last really uni- 
fied state was ruled over by 
Queen Arwe almost a nuUenium 
ago. Ever since the independence 
of the South in 1967, both sides 
talked about unity — on the 
condition toat it could force the 
other into its own image. Marx- 
ism never sat easy on Sooth Ye- 
men, toe only Arab state that 
formally declared itself to be 
Maixist-Leninist, bnt in the 
North the transition from 
medieval imam ate to 20th- 
centnry republic was hardly less 
violent. 

Today, the South badly needs 
unification, for both economic 
and ideological reasons. It is 
ready to accept what is practically 
absorption with very few cavils. 
Last autumn, before tbe border 
with the North was opened, the 
economy had effectively broken 
down; farmers refused to deliver 
food for the miserable prices they 
could get, for weeks the only food 
available tn Aden market was 
potatoes, bread and oakns.' The 
government’s coffers were emp- 
ty- 

Soviets poll out 

Economic misery apart, the 
changes in Eastern Europe have 
orphaned South Yemen, robbed 
it of its ideological bearings, 
taken away any reason it had for 
remaining different. Czech and 
East German advisers arc leaving 
in droves. The Soviets, who have 
•been disengaging themselves 
since toe 1986 upheaval, now 
have fewer military advisers in 
toe South than in the North. The 
able foreign minister, Mr. Abdul 
Aziz Al Dali, insists there are no 
Soviet bases in South Yemen, not 
even on tbe island of Socotra, and 
toat whatever fuelling or landing 
facilities may exist are available 
to all comers. HMS .Minerva 
called into Aden in February , the 
first British warship (minesweep- 
ers returning from toe Gulf ex- 
cepted) to approach Steamer 
Point since the independence in 
1967.” “Imperials Britain 1 ’ leap 
to “friendly country” overnight 
last year, when toe British disas- 
ter unit was first on the spot with, 
relief for tbs flooded Hadramaut. 
Even die aggressive tone towards 
America has been dampened 
slightly, although official Aden 
finds it difficult to understand 
why the United States will refuse; 
diplomatic contact. The old fine 
of South Yemen as a “terrorist” 


state, or one aiding and abetting 
terrorists, has been outdated for 
years, but old reputations — 
especially bad ones — die hard. 
Even Ahmed Jibril, leader of the 
PFLP-GC, long considered a 
friend, is no longer welcome in 
Aden. 

The Russians' big remaining 
project is tbe painfully slow con- 
struction of a pipeline from the 
Shabwa oilfields, just come on- 
stream, to the sea at Bir Ah. The 
Yemenis have not failed to tell 
their former protectors that they 
are not satisfied with p rogress of 
the work. The South has esti- 
mated reserves of oil at least 
three times larger than those of 
the North. The ofl fields are on 
the border with the North and 
may, indeed, he all one structure. 
That may. provide another good 
reason for prompt unification. 
The oil has. not yet had modi 
impact South Yemen, with an 
estimated per capita GDP of 
$440, is a desperately poor coun- 
try and the IMF demand for 
devaluation of the overvalued di- 
nar (officially 1 YD — $3) could 
probably he made palatable by 
pre-unity euphoria. While wait- 
ing for the oil. Sooth Yemen's 
main export is honey, particularly 
prized in Saudi Arabia for its 
supposed aphrodisiac properties. 

Once economic shackles are 
loosed, indications are toat rich 
emigre Yemenis in Saudi Arabia, 
the Golf and South-East Asia 
could be induced either to return 
themselves or to invest in their 
homeland. The revamping of 
Aden port is being studied with 
the help of tbe United Nations. 
There is serious talk of making it 
a free port that could become a 
serious competitor to Dubai as a 
redistribution centre to Africa, 
Europe and the Arabian Peninsu- 
la, cutting hundreds or thousands 
of sea and air miles off toe 
established routes. 

Aden’s future 

If Aden becomes a free port, 
with perhaps all of the Aden 
governorate enjoying a special j 
status, most of tbe remaining 
qualms of unity being out and out I 
absorption will ease. The North 
has over 9 million inhabitants, the 
South just over 2 million and 
another 2 million Yemenis live 
abroad. Although Southerners 
look at toe North as an economic 
paradise, they consider it socially 
and administratively backward. 
The projected constitution will, 
find ministerial seats for most 
leading politicians on both sides, 
but gives 80 per cent of the seats 
in toe parliament to northern 
constituencies, where traditional 
tribal thinking is much stronger 
than it has been in Aden for even 
longer than the 22 years of Com- 
munist rule. That causes little 
concern in toe conservative Had-' 
ramant, 500 kilometres to tbe 
east, the other centre of popula- 
tion, bid Adenis are different. 

A local joke that it may come 
to a tradeoff between dosing the 
flourishing Sirri brewery and 
liberalising the qat trade is not 
considered very funny in Aden. 
Adeni women are worried; Marx- 
ism has at least given them what 
is probably the most equitable 
status, of any in the Arab World. 
They* are not entirely reassured 
bf soothing 'noises from Sana’a 
saying toat laws In the North 
dealing with inheritance, the right 
of women to testify, to work in a. 
variety of professions or to ask . - 
for divorce are almost as favour- 
able to them. That is tree on 
paper, but those laws are applied 
far more sketchily in the North, 
where both traditional Islamic 


sentiment and new Islamic mili- 
tancy are m the ascendant. South- 
erners claim, rightly, that they, 
have more sense of discipline and 
are better at respecting rales and 
regulations; they like things to be 
orderly. Predating and notwith- 
standing two decades of Com- 
munist bureaucracy, justice is 
seen to be more fairly dispensed, 
with a minimum of comrtpion, 
judges and lawyers are better 
trained. All those are things that 
tbe Adenis don't like the idea of 
losing. 

Civil Kbertfes 

Perestroika oblige, Aden is 
rapidly o u t s trip pin g Sana'a in 
g ran ti n g civil liberties; political 
parties are being organised and 
political prisoners have been 
freed. The umkhabarat or secret 
police, once a Stasi done super- 
vised by East Germans, is sche- 
duled to be disbanded by the end 
of March; nothing similar has 
been mentioned in Sana’a, where 
toe mentors are mostly Iraqi. Tbe 
most important question remains 
largely unspoken: wfl] Saudi Ara- 
bia, toe largest regional power, 
let it happen? The Saudis issued a 
bland official statement saying 
they welcome any arrangements 
leading to peace and King Fahd 
told Ah Abdallah Saleh in Febru- 
ary that he backs unity plans 
“totally and unconditionally.” 
Still, in Aden as in Sana’a, nag- 
ging doubt remains whether the 
Saudis would be really happy 
with a unified state of over 11 
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million Yemenis, traditionally 
scrappy fighters, with an elected 
parliament that has considerable 
say over tbe running of toe coun- 
. try, and pumping enough oil to 
give it some financial independ- 
ence. Tbe Saudis particularly do 
not like the idea of a united 
Yemen on its south-western flank 
allied, within the Arab Coopera- 
tion Council, to Iraq on the 
north-east. The traditional Saucfi 
practice of subsidising tribal lead- 
ers in tbe Yemeni fair north had 
reportedly ' been extended to 
offering Saudi citizenship with all 
its perks to Sooth Yemenis who 
might be tempted to think twice 
about unification. 


To forestall trouble, it now 
looks as though the unification 
process will be speeded up even" 
though details may not sO be 
worked out beforeband. ON 
March 3, immediate mergers of 
the postal systems, radio and 
television services, the airlines 
and the central banks, were 
announced. For toe North, toe 
proclamation will be a vindication 
of decades of rhetoric; Colonel 
AH Abdallah Saleh, who has ah’ 
already broken all records for 
longevity in the presidential 
office, sees it as his chance to go 
down in history as toe worthy 
successor to toe Queen of Sheba. 

For toe Sooth, unification pre- 
sorts an honourable — and life- 
preserving — way out of a hope- 
less political and economic dilem- 
' ma — Middle East International, 
London. 


By William Scally 
Reuter 

WASHINGTON — With new 
democracies steadily emerging m 
Eastern Europe and Latin Amer- 
ica. U.S. President George Bush 
has a problem — bow to help a 
growing list of worthy claimants 
at a time of extreme budget press- 
ore. 

His administration believes 
Congress should give- it more 
flexibility in managing foreign aid 
by abandoning toe practice of 
setting specific amounts of aid for 
certain countries. 

In frequent trips to Congress, 
Secretary of State James Baker 
and other officials have argued 
die need to cut aid to all current 
recipients to release funds for the 
new democracies. 

“jye cannot condnct the fore-, 
ign. policy of die United States in 


scored Bush’ dilemma. 

Since Dole's January proposal 
to cut funds to toe “big five,” 
which gobble up two-thirds of the 
U.S. foreign aid budget, more 
countries have joined the ranks of 
prospective recipients. 

In Nicaraguan elections on 
February 25, a U.S.-backed coali- 
tion defeated tbe Sandimstas and 
‘Nicaragua joined Panama, in- 
vaded by U.S. troops last Decem- 
ber to oust military strongman 
Manuel Noriega, as a legitimate: r 
aid claimant. 7 

On March 10. General Prosper 
Avril was ousted from power in 
Haiti, and replaced by a pro- 
visional government led by Ertha 
Pascal, who promised general 
elections. 

The Bush administration is 
proposing S&X) million for Nicar- 
; $gu£. and Panama this year fol- 
fownjg approval of an .earlier 
$5p0^million aid arid trade' pack- 


a manner we consider in the ^ for Panama. Authorisation of 


national interest. unless you have 
flexibility in administering fore- 
ign assistance,” Baker said. 

He complained that in the cur- 
rent year, 82 per cent of econo- 
mic aid and 92 per cent of financ- 
ing for foreign military sales were 
earmarked for specific countries 
or regions. 

A recent proposal by Senate 
minority leader Robert Dole to 
cut five per cent of Israel’s $3- 
biltion annual aid package and 
transfer the funds to emerging 
democracies was rejected by Con- 
gressmen who rushed to Israel’s 
defence. 

But the proposal, which also 
called for a cut m aid to tbe four 
other largest recipients of U.S. ■ 
aid — Egypt, the Philippines, 
Turkey and Pakistan — . under- 


more than $20 million in new aid 
to Haiti is pending before a 
House of Representatives com- 
mittee. 

Meanwhile, Democrats in Con- 
gress are calling for increased aid £ 
to Eastern Europe and there is 
widespread sentiment that it is in 
U.S. interests to help the new 
democracies there. 

For senator Robert Byrd, 
powerful chairman of the Senate 
Appropriations Committee, toe 
dramatic developments in East- 
ern Europe require Congress to 
review its foreign aid priorities. 

“Our foreign aid budget has 
taken on a new and suddenly 
enhanced importance as an in- 
strument of our goals and policies 
in the world,” he told his col- 
leagues. 
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‘Beast of 
Exmoor’ 
stalks 
by night 


By-Patricia Heaney 

Reater 

SOUTH MOLTON, England — 
As soon as Mike Williams saw the 
mutilated, bloodless carcass of 
one of his sheep he knew it had 
been lolled by something extraor- 
dinary. 

The throat had been torn 
apart, the left ear was missing and 
it looted Eke it had been thrown 
around Eke a rag doll. Most of 
the blood bad been sucked from 
the body. 

“The face and neck were strip- 
ped off,” said Williams. “I 
stowed it to my father and neith- 
er of us had seen anything killed 
that way. You've got to see it to 
believe it.” 

The killing was so quick the 
animal didn't struggle and so 
quiet nearby sheep were undis- 
turbed. 

This was just one of hundreds 
of sheep killed in exactly the 
same way since 1983 on the edge 
of Exmoor, a rugged, desolate 
area 320 kilometre west of Lon- 
don which is dotted with isolated 
villages and solitary farms. 

The first rash of killings promp- 
ted a near panic. Hunters, super- 
sleuths and even the British 
marines combed the 670-square- 
kilometre moor in search of what 
has become known as ‘The beast 
of Exmoor.” 

“Nobody knew what were up 
against,” said Nigel Brierly, a 
retired local resident who recent- 
ly wrote a book “They Stalk by 
Night” about the beast. 

“One chap had a butterfly net 
and another chap who was good 
at catching stray dogs came up 
from Plymouth... he trailed a 
large piece of meat around the 
moor.” Brierly added; 

But their efforts were useless 
and the killings have continued, 
about SO a year by Brieriy’s esti- 
mate. 

First suspicions, talcing their 
cue from Arthur Conan Doyle's 
“The. Hound of the Baskervil- 
les,” focused on an oversized 
dog. But padmarks near - the 
bodies, the beast's ability to leap 
from extreme heights” arid its 
screeching cry led Brierly and 
others to suspect it was a puma or 
mountain lion. 

“I heard it twice,” said Wil- 
liams, who has been fanning in 
the area since the late 1950s. “It 
sounds Eke a woman screaming. 
It makes your hair stand up.” 

The high-pitched cry has be- 
come a familiar sound to many- 
local residents, and several say 
they have seen the elusive beast. 

Rod Bramner claims to have 
spotted the creature near bis 
house early one morning. In one 
bounding leap it jumped from a 
wood on to the road and then to 
the opposite side. 

“It was half and again as big as 
an alsatian. long and low, and 
what struck me was the thickness' 
of the bone in its leg.' It was hefty 
and had a dusky fawn colour,” 
said Bramner who runs a local 
shooting school. 

“I've lived in the country ail my 
life. I’m not a pseudo country 
person and I know what animals 
look like. This was, as far as Fm 
concerned, a mountain Eon or 
puma.” 

Brierly also claims to have seen 
the creature and much of bis 
book is devoted to theory that the 
‘.‘Beast of Exmoor" is one or 
several pumas. 

“I have every reason to believe 
they are pumas,” he said. 

Although they are not indige- 
nous to Britain, Brierly believes 
pumas, whose natural habitat 
stretches from northwestern 
Canada to South America, could 
have been released from private 
menagpries several years ago and 
have been breeding in the British 
countryside ever since. 

But Doug Richardson, head 
keeper and cat specialist at the 
London 200, is sceptical. “It’s 
possible but I've yet to see any 
hard evidence that it is a puma,” 
be said. 

He dismissed the numerous 
sightings saying most people, un- 
less thdr eyes are trained, cannot 
identify well-known, bigot spe- 
cies. , 

“They can never get it right,” 
be said, adding that be has seen 
people in a zoo misMemifying big 
cats fiat were labelled. Pumas do 
have a high-pitched cry "but so 
do domestic cats, and foxes also 
make bizarre noises," be added. 

But for Richardson the lack of 
blood was ' the most convidng 
argument against the puma 
theory because sucking blood is 
not one at its behavioural traits. 

He said the padmarks, some of 
which show dawi, are also incon- 
sistent with pumas because big 
cats retract their daws. 

Briefly remains firm in his be- 
Kef but even be admits: “Until 
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Kidnapping — a 
lucrative sideline 
for the mafia 


By Dare Fedrick 

PAVIA, Italy — “My mother 
says I should forgive them, but I 
can't. I hate them all — they're 
not even human. They treated me 
Eke a dog and I hope with all my 
heart that one day they suffer for 
what they did to me.” 

Cesare Case 11a, 20, is on the 
verge of tears as he relieves his 
two-year ordeal of being chained 
up in a cave by a gang of profes- 
sional kidnappers in southern Ita- 
ly. "I'm sorry. I feel very emo- 
tional and rather dry,” he adds. 
“For the past two years I've seen 
no one but hooded figures. I have 
to get used to living again, to 
people and to my family.” 

Doctors who examined Cesare 
after his dramatic release a few 
weeks ago say he seems to be in 
good physical shape, apart from a 
welt on his ankle caused by the 
chain that kept him manacled in 
his underground prison in the 
desolate Aspromonte mountains 
of Calabria. 

“Of course, the main damage 
will be psychological,” said Ce- 
sare's father, Luigi. “But we 
don’t plan to call in professional 
help if we can avoid it. We're 
hoping the best cure will prove to 
be peace and calm and a normal 
iamiiy life.'' 

For the moment, at least, there 
is little chance of the Casella 
household returning to a normal 
family life. In their house in 
Pavia, 48 kilometres south of 
Milan, the telephone rings con- 
stantly, the house is overflowing 
with baskets of flowers sent by 
well-wishers and the postman ar- 
rives several times a day with 
bundles of letters and telegrams 
from all over Italy. Outside, staff 
from Luigi Casella's Citroen car 
dealership have hurriedly tom 
down the huge banner urging 
“Free Casella” that they put up 
two years ago. Now a new mes- 
sage blazons, “Welcome Home 
Cesare!” . 

It was just after 8 p.m. on Jan. 
18, 1988, when Luigi Casella 
found his son’s car abandoned 
outside the family home. The 
doors were open, the headlights 
still on. and it was soon dear that 
Cesare had been abducted. It was . 
to be 744 agonising days before 
tire family would be united. Ce- 
sare's release, unharmed, from 
the clutches of a gang that has in 
the past sent severed ears and 
fingers as macabre warnings to 
relatives was as sudden and as 
unexpected as his disappearance. 

Since his return, Cesare’s time 
has been spent catching up with 
old friends, going out to discos, 
watching his favourite soccer 
team. “Milan,” as guest of hon- 
our — and eating. During his 
captivity he lived on cheese and 
plates of beans and pasta. His 
first request once back home was 
for a plate of his grandmother's 
“spaghetti alia carbonara.” 

Cesare himself confesses to 
feeling restless. Used to being 
awakened at dawn every morn- 
ing, he finds it hard to sleep more 
than a few boors each night. His 
own bed now seems too soft. “He 
can’t sit still. He wants to be 
outside all the time after so long 
cooped up underground,” said 
his mother, Angela. “He has fob 
desperate urge to Eve all the 
things he has missed out on since 
the age of 18.” He has also had to 
readjust to going back to school 
and to ’meeting new classmates. 
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All of his contemporaries have 
graduated and gone on to uni- 
versity. 

One of Cesare's first appoint- 
ments was a long talk with the 
father of Carlo Celadon, a 21- 
year-old boy who was kidnapped 
from his home in the northern 
town of Vicenza exactly one week 
after Cesare and who is one of 
Eve victims still being held by the 
Calabrian bandits. The others are 
two youths in. their late teens, a 
60-year-old man, a 50-year old 
woman and Patrizia Tacdhella, 
age 8, whose father owns a jeans 
manufacturing company in Vero- 
na. Patrizia was abducted 100 
yards from her home on the day 
before Cesare Casella was re- 
leased. 

The police believe that all the 
hostages are being held in the 
same rugged and sparsely popu- 
lated area of Aspromonte, in the 
toe of Italy, where gangs linked 
to the local ‘N’drangheta Mafia 
hide their victims in caves. Calab- 
ria, one of the poorest regions of 
Italy, has a reputation as an 
outpost for outlaws and bandits 
that stretches welt back into the 
last century, but in the past de- 
cade kidnapping has become a 
multimillion dollar business, the 
proceeds often recycled into 
drug-running and other illegal 
activities. Victims usually come 
from the rich northern towns of 
Italy and their lifestyle is studied 
carefully before the strike is 
made. They are often sold by one 
gang to another, as Cesare him- 
self almost certainly was. At least 
30 victims have never been heard 
from again. 



METAPONTO, Italy (AP) — A 24-year-old Italian car m I ranian 
kidnapped last October was freed Thursday night on a state road 
near fob kamW ia the a outh e rn region of Barificata, pofice said. 

Cataldo Aflbanese was picked up by his parents, after he called 
them from a phone booth at gas station, and taken by than to the 
Metaponto police station. 

He had a long beard, long hair, and wore the same clothes he had 
on when he was ahdacted 163 days ago in his nearby home-town of 
Massafra, but was in good health, pofice said. 


Cesare’s parents paid a ransom 
of 100 million Ere ($83,000) to 


their son's kidnappers. Carlo- • allegiance to the “omeita” code 


Celadon’s father, , a wealthy in- 
dustrialist, bashahded over: five 
billion lire (S4.2 million)’,' the 
highest ransom ever paid in Italy, 
but has not heard from the kid- 
nappers for months. 

Said Cesare: “My Captors used 
to beat me up from time to time 
and they kept me chained up by 
the ankle and the neck, first in a 
cave two metres square, then in a 
slightly larger one. But the har- 
dest part was the psychological 
torture. They tried to destroy my 
morale by telling me that my 
father was a bastard and that 
instead of paying the ransom he 
had only brought a suitcase fell of 
wastepaper. If I’m alive today it's 
because I refused to let them get 
me down. I told Celadon's father 
that if his son has a strong will 
and has faith in his family then 
I'm sure he wfll make it.” 

Cesare's moment of real fear 
came shortly before his release, 
when bis kidnappers gave him a 
change of clothing and led him 
out of the cave. “I knew some- 
thing was up,” he said. “You 
could tell they were very nervous. 
1 thought they were going to kill 
me.” 

AS it turned out, Cesare’s cap- 
tors marched him down from the 


In Boothem Italy, has become big business. Victims are 

seized throughout the country and m**” sometimes for years in 
mountain caves (WNL). 

mountains and left him chained We used to feel guilty for not 
to a metal stake near a riverbed. having the money they demanded 
He soon freed himself and, walk- of us.” 

ing to the nearest village, knock- Although comfortably off, the 
ed on the door of surprised pen- Case 11 as are not fabulously weal- 

sioner Salvatore Giugno, who thy. and finding the ransom 

gave him a bowl of hot milk and meant mortgaging the car deal- 
called the police. erehip business that Luigi Casella 

Many people believe that had built up. Then, 10 days after 
‘Ndrangheta leaders ordered Ce- the drop-off in August 1988 came 
sare’s release because their op- the bombshell. In a move typical 
erations were being curtailed by of extortionists, the kidnappers 
the hordes of police and soldiers made it known that this would be 
searching the Calabria region for only the first of three equal pay- 
the boy. ments. The Casellas did not have 

Whatever the truth, at least ** t ^ f ‘ J^ng the months 
part of the credit should go to his * hat u flowed relations between 
mother, who last year made the husband and wife and their other 

1,200-kilometre trip south to 50 n '. ^-year-oW Carlo, became 

plead for her son’s life and galva- strained. “1 used to go to bed and 
nise public opinion. Angela ^cause 1 knew m V 

Casella’s pilgrimage took her to husband and younger son 

three villages in the Aspromonte cou . ,dn * mu< * "J ore °( 
region, held to be the nerve “8 ho " distraught I was, 

0 said Angela. 

Then, just after the family’s 

Fter O months first Christmas without Cesare, 

there was another blow. Luigi 
4-ye«r-old Italian car sal e s m an Casella managed to scrape 

Thursday night oo a state road together some more money and 

egkw Ba silicata , pofice said. offered it to the kidnappers 

> by Ms parents, after he called through a coded message in the 

atioo, and taken by than to the small advertising section of a 

newspaper. Soon after a delivery 
nd wore the same clothes he had date had been agreed on. howev- 

ago in his nearby home-town of er, the magistrate handling the 

•* pofice said. case decided to enforce a rarely 

— used law that forbids families 

centre of the Kidnapping opera- from paying ransoms. As a result 

tion and notorious for its strict the ransom money was confis- 

allegiance to the “omerta” code cated by police. • 
of silence and its deep hostility to Tie Casellas became deeply 
the rich, northern part of Italy, disillusioned and frustrated with 

Refusing to be intimidated. Ce- officials dealing witli the case, but 

sare’s mother pitched a tent and relations improved after police 

spent the night in San Luca to informed them late one night this 

draw attention to her son's plight, winter that Cesare had been set 

In another village she left a mes- free. "He had to repeat it 10 

sage, carved in wood, in the main times before I really took it in,” 

piazza: “I beg you. Give me back said Angela Casella. “We had 

my Cesare.” In nearby Plan, she suffered so many disappoim- 

chained herself by the neck to a ments over the past two years.” 

pole on which she had nailed a Cesare’s first words to his 
poster with the message, "My son mother on the telephone were, 

has been chained up like this for “Hello, is that the Mother of 
510 days.” ^ Courage?” “The kidnappers 

Angela Casella's mission sometimes brought me old news- 
earned her a reprimand from papers and I read about my 
authorities involved in the case, mother's trip to Calabria," he 
but the Italian people took her to explained. “It was she who gave 
their hearts and nicknamed her me the strength to carry on.” 
"Mother of Courage.” Public an- Much later, Cesare recounted 
ger over poEce failure to find one of the worst moments of his 
Cesare led to parUamentaiy dis- long captivity. “Once 1 saw a 
cussion and the decision to order shepherd through the crack in the 
the army into the search. door that they’d put at the en- 

“At the time it was something I trace to the cave,” he said. “I 

felt I had to do. I had to do called out, ‘I’m Cesare Casella, 

something to try to get Cesare the boy who’s been kidnapped.' 

back," said Signora Casella, re- He just pulled his cap down over 

calEng her pilgrimage. “How can his ears and walked away. I re- 

I begin to explain the nightmare member thinking, ‘Here we’re 

of a mother whose child had been still in Italy, not the Amazon 

kidnapped, who every day won- jungle,' but I was wrong. Down 

ders whether he is dead or alive? there the law counts for nothing.” 

It took away all meaning to life. — World News Link 


A good job of classifying, 
studying archaeology finds 


By Nicola Ziadeh 

THE SPADE and shovel have 
been very active in Jordan in 
recent years, and treasures of 
the past are being unearthed 
practically every month. One 
thing has pleased me about 
these activities is the participa- 
tion of Jordanian archaeolog- 
ists in the digging, classifying 
and studying of the finds. 
These axe young men and 
women who have been trained 
in tire best Western traditions 
of the academic and field 
work, and have been ex- 
perimenting in the country in 
the field. Now these young 
people, especially the earlier 
group, are already well known 
for their works on the land and 
abroad. 

As an historian seriously in- 
terested in archaeology as an 
important source of informa- 
tion for us, I have known quite 
a number of Jordanian 
archaeologists. One such ac- 
tive person is Professor Khair 
Yassine of the Department of 
Archaeology in the University 
of Jordan. We first met when 
we were colleagues (1976- 


1978) at that university. 

Prof. Yassine has dug fairly 
extensively in Jordan, mainly 
in the Ghor (Jordan Valley). I 
visited him while working at 
Deir Alla, and one or two 
other places. Whenever I visit 
Jordan I make it a point to 
look him up (as well as others). 

When the fifth conference 
on the history of Bflad A1 
S ham was held in Amman re- 
cently (March 4-8, 1990), I met 
Yassine. He kindly presented 
me with a copy of his 
“Archaeology of Jordan — 
Essays and Reports.” To claim 
having read the 273-page 
volume would tax my conscien- 
ce; but I have carefelly leafed 
through it, making brief halts 
here and there to satisfy a 
curious eye gazing at one of the 
numerous plates; intriguingiy 
trying to fathom the meaning 
of the contours of a map; or 
more leisurely reading a page 
or so about an interesting item. 

This was enough to prove to 
me that the budding scholar of 
the early 70s is the mature one 
of the 90s. The first part of the 
book deals with specific issues 
and analyses and the second 


treats the excavations con- 
ducted by Yassine himself; the 
surveys cover the third part 
and Yassine has been a mem- 
ber of a team which undertook 
the survey. Each of these three 
parts has its own distinctive 
characteristics; probably the 
one on excavation has more of 
the personal touch than the 
others. 

Yassine was at a loss where 
to place a lone chapter (written 
with James Sauer), so he stock 
it at the end and gave it the 
miserable name of Addendum 
— its subject matter deals with 
“History and Archaeology of 
Jordan in Perspective." This 
addendum interested me most: 
It is, as far as I am concerned, 
an approval, coming from two 
archaeologists, of my call for at 
least fifty years of the use of 
archaeology to the historian. 
The different periods (histor- 
ically conceived) of Jordanian 
history are tied to the 
archaeological achievements of 
the spade £nd shovel. 

The boook is, by the way, 
profusecUy illustrated, beauti- 
fully produced and “made in 
Amman.” 


A tribute to Charles de Gaulle 


centre of Ibe Kidnapping opera- 
tion and notorious for its strict 


of silence and its deep hostility to 
the rich, northern part of Italy. 
Refusing to be intimidated. Ce- 
sare’s mother pitched a tent and 
spent the night in San Luca to 
draw attention to her son's plight. 
In another village she left a mes- 
sage, carved in wood, in the main 
piazza: “I beg you. Give me back 
my Cesare.” In nearby Plati, she 
chained herself by the neck to a 
pole on which she had nailed a 
poster with the message, “My son 
has been chained up like this for 
510 days.” 

Angela Casella's mission 
earned her a reprimand from 
authorities involved in the case, 
but the Italian people took her to 
their hearts and nicknamed her 
"Mother of Courage.” Public an- 
ger over poEce failure to find 
Cesare ted to parliamentary dis- 
cussion and the decision to order 
the army into the search. 

“At the time it was something I 
felt I had to do. I had to do 
something to try to get Cesare 
back.” said Signora Casella, re- 
calEng her pilgrimage. “How can 
I begin to explain the nightmare 
of a mother whose child had been 
kidnapped, who every day won- 
ders whether he is dead or alive? 
It took away all meaning to life. 


By Oliver Clement 

FEW MEN have marked the 
history of France as much as 
Charles de Gaulle. In 30 years of 
public Ufe, he saved the country 
from the Nazi invader (1940-45), 
renewed the institutions of the 
republic (1958) and introduced a 
bold and vigorous international 
poEcy (1958-69) putting France 
back in a strong position on a 
world level. And he achieved all 
that amid the most extraordinary 
exterior and interior turmoil, 
storms and dangers. De Gaulle 
had a character, a will and a 
broadness of thought which made 
him the key person of modern 
France. 

So 1990, which will simul- 
taneously mark the hundredth 
anniversary of the great man's 
birth on Nov. 22, 1890, the 50th 
anniversiy of the call of the June 
18, -1940 and also the 20th 
ahmversaiy of his death on Nov. 
9, 1970, will be “De Gaulle 
Year.” Numerous events will 
thus be held this year and by 
them the the nation will pay 
homage to the person and action 
-of this exceptional man who so 
greatly marked the destiny of 
France. 

The Charles de Gualle Institute 
is in charge of organising the 
various events planned. 

The mission of this institute, 
founded in 1971, is to gather and 
preserve items which will enable 
everybody, and particularly 
young people, to gain a better 
understanding of General de 
Gaulle’s work and to appreciate 
its scope. It is thus quite natural 
that this private organisation, 
known for its independence and 
the quality of its work, should 
have been pat in charge of this 
commemorative year. Bernard 
Tricot, a member of the insti- 
tute’s board of directors, has 
been appointed as the general 
coordinator of this huge opera- 
tion whose main activities will be 
centred on the important dates in 
the general’s life. 

On June 15, 1990, a big exhibi- 
tion on de Gaulle will be inaugu- 


rated at the Bibliotheque 
Nationale library. Manuscripts, 
original documents and numer- 
ous personal objects wil be on 
display. 

At that same period, quite a 
different event will take place in' 
the Champs de Mars, under the 
auspices of Radio France. This 
will consist in the final of a 
competition for thousands of chil- 
dren, aged 10 to 12, from all over 
France. The aim is to describe the 
Efe of General de Gaulle using 
the most modern and most popu- 
lar of the media, the comic strip, 
the themes of the entries will be 
chosen according to the different 
regions. The North will deal with 
the general’s birth in Lille. Lor- 
raine will base its entries on the 
Lorraine Cross, which is a tradi- 
tional de Goalie emblem, etc. 

On June 17, a plaque will be 
placed at the Arc de Triompfae, 
bearing the text of the call of June 
18, 1940. On the same evening, a 
very important event will be held 
in the same place to Honour the 
French Resistance with torch- 
bearers converging on the Arc de 
Triompbe. On June 18. the usual 
ceremonies which are held every 
year to commemorate that histor- 
ic date, will take place with, in 
particular, homage paid to the 
martyrs date, will take place with, 
in particular, homage paid to the 
martyrs of the resistance, at 
Mont-Valerien. 

The Nov. 9 is the date of de 
Gaulle’s sudden death, just 20 
years ago. Every year, his death 
is honoured on that date by the 
Compagnons de la Liberation. In 
1990, it wiD be honoured with 
particular solemnity. After mass, 
celebrated at Saint-Louis des In- 
valides church, a special train will 
take the general's companions 
and faithful followers to Col- 
ombey where, not far from bis 
house, “la Boisserie,” (which has 
become a museum today), stands 
a huge Lorraine cross, perpetuat- 
ing foe memory of de Gaulle and 
his action in the service of 
France. 

One of the most important 
events devoted to General de 


Gaulle in 1990 will take place at 
the time of the anniversary of his 
birth a hundred years ago in Lille. 
This is the international sympo- 
sium organised by UNESCO 
whose theme will be “De Gaulle 
in his century.” There will be no 
fewer than 300 participants from 
50 countries. It will be held from 
Nov. 19 to 24. On Nov. 17, the 
model of a monument to the 
memory of Charles de Gaulle, 
designed by Olivier Debre, will 
be inaugurated at Porte Maillot in 
Paris. On Nov. 18, the partici- 
pants from the symposium will go 
to Colorobey. On the 19fo foe 
opening session will be held. 
Numerous contributions will be 
made on themes such as “De 
Gaulle and foe media” or “De 
Gaulle and decolonisation.” 

According to the Charles de 
Gaulle Institute in charge of orga- 
nising the symposium, “20 years 
after de Gualie's death and 50 
years after he made history, it is 
essentially a matter of appreciat- 
ing foe memory that his contem- 
poraries in France and in the 
world have kept of him, to see 
what kind of image younger gen- 
erations have of him, and to 
measure foe influence of his writ- 
ings. his actions and his whole 
personality.” 

The symposium will end with 
receptions at the prime minister’s 
residence (Matignon) and Paris 
City Hall. 

The year 1990 will also be 
marked by a series of publica- 
tions. “Extraits pour 1' Avenir: 

1 De Gaulle a dit” will be re-edited 
by Editions Press Pocket. The 
Charles de Gaulle Institute will 
bring out an international bib- 
Eograpby of works published ab- 
out General de Gaulle. The four 
annual issues of “1-Espoir,” foe 
institute’s review, will be devoted 
to foe 1990 commemoration. 
Television programmes will also 
be shown. 

The de Gaulle year will also be 
looking abroad. A travelEng film 
and exhibition mil be shown all 
over foe world by foe Ministry of 
Foreign Affairs. 

— L'Actualite en France. 
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#1 



Shmeisani • Opp. Grindlays 
Bank. Phone: 604042 
Swefieh tel: 823891 


TEL: 621 775 
TLX : 23 0 23 


FAX : 656 270 
POB : 815 408 


AMMAN-JOftDAN 


Real Estate 
Agency 
In Town 


Rental Dept. 
Call Soha 687821/22 




If Ji Swil Between 

Aa ft clreia 2n<t 
F .jGrwSfy JaboJ Amman 
^g^§T tei ; 6B4205 

1luW£h & dinner 


FIRST CLASS INDIAN 


ffiSMB 


Special Executive Luncheons 

Take away service 
available 

Open Daily 12.30-3.30 pm 
7.30-11.30 pm 

After the Philadelphia Hotel 
Towards 3rd circle 


Tel:659519 659520 


MOVING? 


Let Aramex Air Cargo 

take care of the works, 

Door to Door. 


Call the friendly 
professionals on 
660507 or 660508 




The First Class Hotel in 
Amman that has a 
Kitchenette fn every 
room... 1 . 


IIAIMITEL 

d-*2«|l|l= 


Amman -Tel 668193 
P.O. Box 9403 -Fax 602434 
Telex 23888 DAROTL JO 

Ideal Residence For 
Exoatriates and 
Businessmen 
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‘Thieves in the night’ 

Israel parliament approves 
$ 31 . 2 b budget amid protests 


Tokyo stock prices 
register steep drop 


TEL AVIV (AP) — The parlia- 
ment early Friday approved its 
fiscal budget amid a furor over poli- 
tical allocations to religious par- 
ties and one legislator labelled 
Israel’s leaders “thieves in the 
night.*’ 

Most of the wrath focused over 
the earmarking of over SI 10 mil- 
lion (220 million shekels) to reli- 
gjou c ' idtutions pushed forward, 
by Lie right-wing Likud bloc? 
headed by Prime Minister Yit- 
zhak Shamir and snowballed by 
Shimon Peres’ centre-left Labour 
Party. 

Both major parties need the 
backing of the key ultra-orthodox 
factions to break the 60-60 par- 
liamentary tie and both sides 
have been wooing them with 
offers of political jobs and funds 
to Yeshivas (religious semi- 
naries). as enticements for their 
support. 

The amount tripled the special 
allocations to religious institu- 


tions. Likud and Labour, mean- 
while, joined forces to push 
through two and a half million 
dollars (live million s*»ekels) for 
their party-affiliated institutions 
and $10 million was added to the 
budget for settlements. 

The legislature voted 42 to 10 
to approve the $31.2 billion (62.5 
billion shekels) budget for fiscal 
1990/1 following a heated 
marathon debate spanning over 
40 hours. 

David Levy, Likud housing 
minister, managed to push 
through approval for an addition- 
al $100 million (200 million 
shekels) for building 30,000 
apartment units for the expected 
wave of Soviet immigrants. 

During a filibuster prior to the 
budget debate, Haim Oron of the 
socialist Mapam Party lashed out 
at the backroom dealing of the 
major parties to woo over the 
religious factions. 

“The expression ‘thieves in the 


night' is not slander, it is not a 
bad term for the parliament. It is 
a minimal description in polite 
words of what is going on.” he 
said. 

Dan Meridor. justice minister 
from Likud, agreed the budget 
suffered from the political crisis 
brought about when the govern- 
ment fell after Shamir lost a 
no-confidence vote earlier this 
month. 

“This budget has things that 
perhaps in an ordinary period 
could have been refrained from. 
We couldn't refrain from them all 
today,” he said on Israel Radio. 

“I hope ail the deviations... 
will have no macroeconomic 
effect on the economy, and that 
in the future we will learn to act 
together,” Meridor said. 

But Yair Levy, a legislator of 
the six-seat ultra-orthodox Shas 
Party, was encouraged by the 
allocations. 


‘Today we can say we have 
started the process of reducing 
the gaps between ultra-orthodox 
education and regular school- 
ing,” he said on Israel Radio. 

Outraged Israelis protested the 
allocations to institutions belong- 
ing to the ultra-orthodox Jews, 
most of whom are exempt from 
army service. 

Students from the Labour Par- 
ty. dressed as ultra-orthodox with 
black hats and side curls demons- 
trated outside their party's head- 
quarters in Tel Aviv and called on 
party leaders to stop “bowing 
down" to religious parties be- 
cause their youths do not serve 
in the army, Israel Radio, re- 
ported. 

Shlomo Bcn-Ezri, an instructor 
at one religious seminary justified 
the government funds they will 
receive in the new budget. 

“We are taking care of Israeli 
boys who were about to fall into 
crime.” he told Israel Television. 


ranian exporters face hurdles 


NICOSIA, Cyprus (AP) — An 
Iranian official Thursday com- 
plained that lack of facilities and 


cumbersome government regula- 
tions were impeding exports of 
non-oil products, Tehran Radio 


AMMAN EXCHANGE RATES 


Thursday, March 29, 1990 
Central Bank offidal rates 


U.S. doflar 
pound Sterling 
Deutscbemarfc 
Sw» franc 


66 9.0 67X0 
1092.1 1098.7 

392.6 995.0 

443.0 445.7 


French franc 116.7 117.4 

Japanese yen (for 100) 427.7 430-3 

Dutch guflder 348.7 350.8 

Swedish crown 108.8 109.5 

Italian tin (for 100) 53.4 53.7 

Belgian franc (for 10) 190.6 191.7 


Asnsnan Financial Market 
weekly trading 

Following is a summary of trading during last week and the 
previous week: 



March 24-28 

March 17-21 

Daily average 

JD 467,238 

JD 656,764 

Total volume 

JD 2336,189 

JD 3,283,819 

Total shares 

1,277,774 

1,975,424 

No. of contracts 

2,086 

2356 

Sectoral trading: 


Industrial 

JD 1,093,107 

JD 1,898,049 


(46.8%) 

(57.8%) 

Financial 

JD 731,037 

JD 517,806 


(31.3%) 

(15.8%) 

Service 

(20.4%) 

(25.8%) 

Insurance 

(1.5%) 

(0.6%) 

Share price index 

135.0 

135.8 

No. of companies 

59 

65 

Price movement (rise) 

13 

16 

(decline) 

34 

39 

, (stable) 

12 

10 


LONDON EXCHANGE RATES 

LONDON (R) — Following are the buying and selling rates for 
leading world currencies and gold against the dollar at nddsession 
on the London foreign exchange and bullion markets Friday. 


One Sterling 
One U.S. dollar 


One ounce of gold 


1.6415/25 

U.S. dollars 

1.1715/25 

rmn^ww dollar 

1.6940/47 

Deutscbemarks 

1.9060/70 

Dutch guflders 

1.4970/80 

Swiss francs 

35.01/06 

Belgian francs 

5.6975/7025 

French francs 

1248/1249 

Italian lire 

157.27/37 

Japanese yen 

6.1195/1245 

Swedish crowns 

6.5570/5620 

Norwegian crowns 

6.4635/85 

Danish crowns 

371.75/372.25 

U.S. dollars 


SYDNEY — Australia's share market closed weaker but off its 
lows after a day of volatile trading. The All Ordinaries index 
finished 11.4 points off at 1,535.7. 

TOKYO — The Nikkei index phinged below the 30, 000-point 
mark, partly on selling by institutional fond managers before 
dosing their books at the end of the fiscal year. Disappointment 
at the yen's failure to sustain Thursday’s gains against the dollar 
worsened the sell-off. The index ended at 29,980.45, down 
1,045.71. 

HONG KONG — Share prices dosed easier on profittafcing 
before the weekend. The Hang Seng index fell 2.54 to 2,997.98. 

SINGAPORE — Share prices dosed lower across the board on 
stoploss selling and proSttakmg in nervous reaction to the Tokyo 
plunge. The Straits Times industrial index fell 13.13 to 1,581.08. 

BOMBAY — Shares were bullish in hectic trading for the new 
account, after carry-forward charges for business done in the two 
weeks ended Thursday were fixed lower than expected. The 
Bombay Stock Exchange index rose 13.31 points to 781.05. 

FRANKFURT — Shares dosed 0.8 per cent higher in lively 
trading. The DAX index hit a new high of 1,976.43 early in the 
session but dosed at 1,968.55, up 14.66. 

ZURICH — Shares dosed slightly firmer on low volume. Trading 
was quiet before the weekend and prices fluctuated in a narrow 
range. The SPI index ended 2.5 up at 1,079.6. 

PARIS — Prices were higher by midday, boosted by soft 
short-term money market rates. 

LONDON — Stocks gave up their mid-session gains and hearted 
lower towa rds the dose after an early fell on Wall Street. At 1516 
GMT the FTSE index was down 16.8 at 2,246.2. 

NEW YORK — Futures-related selling prompted by Tokyo's 
plunge drove blue chips down in monring trading. The Daw was 
down 21 at 2,705. 


reported. 

The broadcast, monitored in 
Nicosia, quoted the unidentified 
commerce ministry official as 
saying that “the current banking 
and commerdal structures of the 
country are geared completely 
toward importers, and these faci- 
lities have never been made avail- 
able to exporters.” 

The offidal’s complaint came 
at a time when President Hasbe- 
mi Rafsanjani’s government is 
pressing to boost non-oil exports 


Iran ■ relies on ofl and gas- 
related exports for more than 90 
per cent of its foreign exchange. 

But the budget for the current 
Iranian year, which began March 
21, projects revenues from non- 
oil exports at more than $18 
billion. 

The offidal Thursday said that 
“exporters of non-oil goods must 
pass through hundreds of offices, 
obtain as many licenses, and face 
various problems to send out 
samples and market their pro- 
ducts,” the radio reported. 


TOKYO (AP) — Prices on the 
Tokyo Stock Exchange dropped 
more than 1,000 points in a mar- 
ket dominated by profittaking 
and discouragement Friday, 
while the U.S. dollar surged 
against the Japanese yen. 

The market's key index, the 
Nikkei stock average of 225 
selected issues, tost 1,045.71 
points, or 3.37 per cent — in the 
market’s seventh largest decline 
in terms of both points and per- 
centage — to end the week at 
29,981.45. 

The Nikkei fell 237.41 points 
Thursday. 

Securities dealers said prices 
fell on selling across the board 
due to a decline in the value of the 
Japanese yen against the dollar 
and an overnight fall on Wail 
Street. 

Heavy selling pressure pre- 
vented the traditional “window 
dressing,” or bidding up stock 
prices to increase tbe recorded 
value of firms' stock holdings at 
the end of the fiscal year, March 
31. 

Brokerages remained on the 
sidelines because “they knew that 
if they bought, they'd only be 
battered by heavy selling.” said 
Yoshihiro Ito, general manager 
of stock trading at Okasan^ 
Securities. 

The selling pressure prevented 
further buying of blue-chip issues 
that had rebounded earlier in the 
week, dealers said. 

Wide expectations of a further 
weakening of the yen beyond the 
160 yen per U.S. dollar level also 
sapped buying interest, said Shin 
Tokoi, deputy general manager of 
stock trading at County Natwest 
Securities. 

Volume was a relatively light 
500 million shares. 

In currency dealings, the dollar 


rebounded to dose at 157.65 yen, 
up 1.00 yen from Thursday's 
dose of 156.65 yen. After open- 
ing at 156.80 yen, the currency 
ranged between 156.75 yen and 
157.95 yen. 

It surged sharply higher at mid- 
day uniter what some dealers de- 
scribed as suspicious circumst- 
ances. 

Numerous dealers, Japanese 
and foreign, said a sudden rise to 
almost 158 yen smacked of collu- 
sion among the small number of 
banks involved in fixing die year- 
end rate, which was set at 158 
yen. The banks involved 
appeared to have bid the dollar 
up to lock in windfall profits, they 
said. 

An offidal at the Bank of 
Japan said the central bank was 
considering investigating in- 
quiries about the dollar’s sodden 
rise just at the time the market's 
yearend do liar-yen rate is fixed. 
Tbe year-end rate is used by many 
firms as a benchmark exchange 
rate. 

The dollar has been advancing 
against the yen for several weeks 
as Japanese corporations bought 
the currency, amid general pes- 
simism about the yen, to help 
improve their balance sheets at 
the dose of their fiscal year. 

Thursday, the yen made a brief 
recovery in Tokyo after rebound- 
ing in New York Wednesday 
following intervention by the 
U.S. Federal Reserve. 

But most dealers saw 1 tbe recov- 
ery as temporary. They said 
strong demand for dollars doe to 
an outflow of capital from Japan 
is the single largest factor pushing 
the dollar's value higher agaisnt 
the yen. 

“Tbe demand for the dollar is 
very big,” said a dealer at a 
long-term credit bank. 


Bulgaria stresses market economy 


SOFIA (AP) — Bulgarian Pre- 
mier Andrei Lukanov introduced 
his government's long-term eco- 
nomic plan to parliament, stres- 
sing liberalisation, austerity and 
more private ownership, the 
BTA news agency reported. 

Bulgaria's future priorities in 
its drive to change its centralised 
command economy inherited 
from four decades of communist 
role, are a marked improvement 
of material supplies domestically, 
anti-inflation measures and the 
curbing of the country's foreign 
debt. 

“There is no alternative to 
market economy,” BTA quoted 
Lukanov as saying. 

According to the new econo- 
mic guidelines, after years during 


which the wasteful and polluting 
heavy industry was given prefer- 
ence over agriculture and con- 
sumer goods, Bulgaria's new- 
look economy is to undergo a 
shift of priorities. 

Agriculture, food and light in- 
dustries, trade, services and tour- 
ism would get a bigger share of 
state investment to alleviate food 
and energy shortages which be- 
came widespread in recent yean. 

“Urgent measures and a radic- 
al economic reform, which should 
secure a fast transition to a mar- 
ket economy, are needed to help 
the economy out of its current 
crisis,” BTA said. 

State-owned businesses in in- 
dustry, construction, road and 
water transport, in trade, services 


and _ tourism, will be sold to pri- 
vate Bulgarian and foreign com- 
panies, the report said. 

The government will allow 
companies to lease out machin- 
ery, equipment, premises, trans- 
portation vehicles, workshops, as 
well as small and medium-sized 
businesses, the report said with- 
out elaboration. 

By tbe end of May. the govern- 
ment will prepare the legal 
framework laying down roles for 
the establishment of private joint- 
stock banks. 

The long-term economic prog- 
ramme would be drafted by the 
new parliament after the June 
elections. 

Among tbe measures contem- 
plated to encourage free enter- 


prise in agriculture, all farmers, 
irrespective of the form of own- 
ership, will be entitled to keep 50 
per cent of their foreign currency 
earnings obtained after the ex- 
port of their produce, the agency 
said. 

However, because of a slash in 
imports to save hard currency, 
shortages wiU persist domestically 
as the Bulgarian “government 
has no other way to normalise 
(the country's) balance of pay- 
ments," BTA said. 

The government report said 
die belt-tightening measures were 
expected to bring die foreign 
currency deficit down from $13 
billion dollars in 1989 to some 
$700 million this year. 


Bonn renews commitment to monetary 
union with East Germany this summer 


BONN (R) — Tbe West German 
government Thursday renewed 
its commitment to monetary un- 
ion with East Germany this sum- 
mer after apparent doubts about 
tbe timetable. 

West German Economics 
Minister Helmut Haussmami said 
agreement between tbe two Ger- 
many on monetary and economic 
union would be reached before 
early May. 

“Fundamental decisions will be 
settled before East German com- 
munal elections on May 6,” 
Haussmann said m a guest article 
published in Friday's edition of 
Die Welt. 

Chancellor Helmut Kohl, in 
the same newspaper, said East 
Germans must already be able to 
feel the effect of currency union 
before their holidays in July. 

The renewed commitment to 
monetary union this summer 
came a day after the chief spokes- 
man for West German Finance 
Minister Theo Waigel said 1 
monetary union between the two 
Germanys could take longer than 
previously indicated. 

Just working oat tbe necessary 
laws could last well into the sum- 
mer if negotiations to form a new 
East German government drag 
on, the spokesman said. 

“I think the politicians are 
backpedalling,” economist War- 
ren Oliver of UBS Phillips & 
Drew in London said earlier. “It 
is most noticeable in politics but 
also on the monetary side.” 

Tbe main opposition party, tbe 
Social Democratic Party (SPD) 
was critical of any delay. 

SPD spokeswoman Ingrid 
Mattaeus-Mafer said East German 
companies were relying on prom- 
ises made by Kohl's government, 
.during the East German election 
campaign to introduce the West 
German mark by July 1 at the 
latest. 

“It would be irresponsible if 
the West German government 
begins rebuilding the young 
democracy with a broken prom- 
ise," she said 

However, several questions on 
monetary union still need to be 
answered. Chief among these is 


the exchange rate for East to The search for answers has 
West German marks, the cost of been slowed by lack of know- 


opening East Germany’s back- 
ward industry to fierce global 
competition, and who will pay. 


The search for answers has “We don't even know how to 
been slowed by lack of know- distinguish between a firm that is 
ledge about East Germany's eco- profitable and one that operates 
nomy, and understanding of their at a loss," one West German 
accounting techniques. economist said. 


REQUEST FOR PROPOSALS (REP) 
EXPORT TRADE AND PRODUCTIVE 
INVESTMENT PROJECT 

The U.S. Agency for International Development (USAID) mission to Jordan, 
in cooperation with the Ministry of Planning of the Hashemite Kingdom of 
Jordan, announces to interested Jordanian and American firms, or joint 
venture therefore, the availability of a request for proposals for the design 
and implementation of the export trade and productive investment project. 
The objective of this project is to increase the net export earnings of' 
Jordanian private sector firms; and to improve financial intermediation in 
Jordan, especially for enterprises with strong export potential. 

Work is divided into two components: trade and finance. In the area of trade, 
the contractor will assist: 1) Jordanian companies in penetrating new 
markets and acquiring the technology needed to produce internationally 
competitive products and services; and 2) In developing policies, proce- 
dures and regulations to promote exports. In the area of finance, the 
contractor will assist in: 1) Developing an export credit insurance and 
guaranty agency; 2) Improving access to credit; 3) Increasing the volume of 
venture capital available to exporters; 4) Enhancing the operations of the 
Amman Financial Market; and 5) Improving the policies, procedures, and 
regulations affecting both primary and secondary debt and equity markets. 

At the discretion of USAID and the government of Jordan separate contracts 
may be awarded tor the two separate components. 

Qualified Jordanian firms who are interested in receiving a copy of the REP 
should submit a written request no later than Tuesday, April 3, 1990 to the 
following address: 

United States Agency for International Development 
C/O American Embassy 
Third Circle, Jabai Amman 
Amman, Jordan 

Attention: Private Enterprise Office 

Firms that submit a written request by April 3 may pick up a copy of the REP 
from the USAID offices at Fourth Circle, Jabai Amman on Wednesday, April 
11 only. 


HOROSCOPE 

FORECAST FOR SATURDAY MARCH 31, IW® 

By Thomas S. Pierson. Astrologer. Carroll Righter Foundation 


GENERAL TENDENCIES: A 
fine day to get your affairs in a very 
solid and secure structure by mak- 
ing a point to work every possible 
angl e in that direction and to show 
that you are willing to forget wish- 
ful thinking. 

ARIES: (March 21 to April 19) Put 
yourself in a position to be more 
aware of the needs and desires of 
your household and to find new 
ways to make family happier. 

TAURUS: (April 20 to May 2C) In 
any communications with other 

persons make sure that you add a 
persona] note of friendship to 
strengthen bonds between you and 
them. 

GEMINI: (May 21 to June 21) 
Look at what you possess and see 
what you can best do to increase its 
value by adding something others 
regard as attractive and valuable. 
MOON CHILDREN: (June 23 to 
July 21) You can exude more than 
usual care today so don’t hold back 
but get closer to those you like by 
actively expressing ii in little ways. 
LEO: (July 22 to August 21) Quiet- 
ly let your dose attachment know 
more definitely of the low and 
affection that you fed for that 
person and you reap big rewards. _ 

VIRGO: (August 22 to September 
22) Consider what friend has been 
having a most difficult time and do 
what you can to appease any un- 


happiness by a lighthearted spri» 
towards him/her. 

LIBRA: (September 23 to October 
22) You make your bigges t pro g- 
ress now by expressing your special 
charm in the world of outside 
activities and especially with in- 
fluential persons. 

SCORPIO: (October 23 to Novem- 
ber 21) A new acquaintance who is 
connected with a dose companion 
is the best person for you to con- 
centrate on for deeper later 
friendships. 

SAGITTARIUS: (November 22 to 
December 21) An associate who is 
usually verv restless and nervous 
wiU respond to your desire for you 
a more wcnrtfawfuk affi an c e now 
so contact this person. 
CAPRICORN: (December 22 to 
January 20) A friend w bo has been 
out of sorts can be put in a good 
humour by you if you take the time 
to develop more interest in mutual 
joint concerns. 

AQUARIUS: (January 21 to Febru- 
ary 19) A fine day to arrange the 
entertainments and recreations that* 
appeal to you the best and to invite 
those you like to join you in them. 
PISCES: (February 20 to March 
20) You are naturally quite tradi- 
tional in thought and deed by if 
you want to take some chance in 
another direction, this is the day to 
do so. 


THE Daily Crossword by CJF. 


ACROSS 
1 Tentmakar 
5 NM art colony 
9 Ladd nun 

14 Artist Magritte 

15 SpL rfvar 

16 A Tucker 

17 Warbled 

18 Winged 


20 The slots 

23 Vegas starter 

24 Incites 

25 SM resort 
28 “Little 

Women" 

name 

30 Go — tear 

33 Craggy hill 

34 Skewer 

38 Beet 

39 Maclaine 
movie 

42 TV street 

43 Square pillar 

44 Ripen 

45 Legal matter 
48 Country 

48 Held sway 
50 Pare 

52 Elec, unit 

53 Hot spot in 
1970 

81 Have a get- 
together 

82 Morays 

63 Opera prince 

64 Let's up 

65 Talon 

66 Amerce 

67 Cubic meter 

68 Graf — 

69 — the line 
(obeyed) 

DOWN 
f About 

2 Signify 

3 of Green 
Gables" 

4 Feast 

5 Lions and 
Tigers 

6 Stated 

7 Toward the 
mouth 

8 Iced dessert 


piaiaii Sanaa 

■BBB BBBB jbbbb 
!■■■ BBBB aflBBB 
■BBBaflBBBJBBBBH 


a ajBB 

aw 

BJ 


bb aaaB aaBBBi 


eien TiSmm Madia SaiMCMk Ina 
AM Warn n aaaoad . 


9 Con game 

10 Like Adonis 

11 No man? 

12 No In 
Moscow 

13 Com units 

21 ■'The — of 
Red Chief" 

22 Shocked 

25 Lawyers: abbr. 

28 Planting 
machine 

27 Ordinary 
language 

28 Nipped 

29 Allen or 
Frame 

31 Tirongy 

32 Saw 

35 Opening bout 
for short 

37 Gives new 
weapons 

38 Dazzled 

40 Pin e-g. 

41 Goal 

47 Somme city 


s Prate S«fm& 


nmnn nrcrcn nnnn 
nnnn nrcnni nnnnn 
nnnn nnnn nnnnn 
nnnnmrnnnnnnnn 
nnn nnnn nnnn 
nnn nnnnnn 
nnnn nnnnn nnn 
nnnnnnnnnnnnnnn 
nnn nnnnn nnnn 
nnnnnn nnn 
nnnn nnnn nnn 
nonnnnnnnnnnnni 
nnnnn nnnn nnnn 
nnnnn nnnn nnnn 
n.nnn nnnn nnnn 


49 Elate 

51 Della 

52 Usher's 
territory 

53 — blent 

54 Ardor 

55 Trick 


58 Vault 

57 Nobel winner 
Wlesef 

58 Exchange 
premium 

59 Not any 
80 — Scott 


THE BETTER HALF, 


By Harris 



“1 want you to hold me tight, 
caress me, savor me, appreciate 
me — pretend I’m a can of beer!" 


Unwambte these tour JumUss t > 
one latter to each square, to form 
four ordinary words. 


FINKE 


NILTE 


BAUSCA 


ROTGOT 


THAT SCRAMBLED WORD GAME 
9 by Henri Arnold and Bob Lee 




WHERE THE 
FANATIC'S 7R41N 
OF THOUGHT 
ALWAYS RAN. 

* 

Now arrange the circled lettere to 
farm the surprise answer, as suo- 
gested by me above cartoorL 


Yesterday's 


towers tomorrow) 

Jumbles: LIGHT AGLOW GIBBON INTONE 
A ns wer : What some evening dresses are— 

MORE GONE THAN SOWN 















Sports 
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Duke vs. Arkansas, 
Nevada-Las Vegas 


Georgia Tech vs. 
in final four 


DENVER (AP) — Georgia 
Tech and Duke both bafl from 
the Atlantic Coast Confer- 
ence, and both rely on fresh- 
men point guards. So much for 
similari ties. 

While it certainly isn't un- 
usual for one conference to 
have two teams in die final 
four — itfs happened three 

times in a row, six times in the 
last decade — rarely have they 
brought such different histor- 
ies to the National Collegiate 
Athletic Association Tourna- 
ment. 

Duke, which meets Arkan- 
sas (30-4) in the first game of 
Saturday's semifinal doob- 
leheader, has become a fixture 
in the final four. 

Duke (28-8) has been there 
four of the past five years and 
the last three in a row. Only 
John Wooden of UCLA with 
12 appearances in 14 years can 
match what coach Mike 
Ezzyzewski has done at Duke. 

Stffl, Kizyzewski has yet to 
■win a national championship. 


Georgia Tech femes Nevada- 
Las Vegas (33-5), the presea- 
son no. l team and only top 
seed to get to Denver, in the 
second semifinal. Georgia 
Tech (28-6) is making its first 
final four appearance after a 
decade of being expected to 
get there. 

The teams do have one thing 
in common; freshman point 


Georgia Tech's Kenny 
Anderson and Duke’s Bobby 
Hurley came on the scene at 
the same time after spectacular 
high school careers in the New 
York area. 

“You have to remember 
they were ranked as the best 
point guards in the east, no 
question, and in the country as 
well,” Georgia Tech coach 
Bobby Cremins said. “I would 
have loved to have Bobby 
Hurley in this programme. 
He’s a great point guard.” 

The (me he got is no slouch, 
either. 


Anderson, the smoothest 
and' fastest man witb the ball in 
college right now, has stepped 
up from an impressive rookie 
season with a, 27-point average 
in the postseason, including a 
controversial buzzer-beater to 
semi the regional se mifinal 
a gainst Michigan state into 
overtime. 

Hurley has been more con- 
tent to be the playmaker^with 
30 assists in the four tourna- 
ment games. He was 0-for-9 
shooting against Connecticut 
in the east regional final, and 
his driving, last-second shot in 
regulation was knocked away 
by the Huskies’ Rod Sellers. 

Both Anderson and Hurley 
will have an interesting match- 
up Saturday. 

Anderson wQl have to deal 
with the pressure defense of 
Nevada-Las Vegas, especially 
the tenacious Anderson Hunt. 

Hunt is averaging 25.4 
points per game, but is known - 
for his defense. 


"We like to play man-to- 
man,” Nevada-Las Vegas 
coach Jerry Tarknman said. 
"If you watch us in the zone, 
we work as hard as we do in 
tiie man-to-man. We go out 
and challenge every pass. We 
want to pot the pressure on.” 

Huxley will have to deal with 
Southwest Conference co- 
player of the year Lee Mayber- 
ry, who averages 14.6 points 
and nearly six assists per game. 

“Hurley is sort of the head 
of their whole show,” said 
Arkansas coach Nolan 
Richardson. *Tm trying to cut 
off the head, and the head is 
Hurley.'' 

Duke starts a frontline 
which features Christian Laett- 
ner, 16.3 points and 9.4 re- 
bounds, and Alaa Abdetnaby, 
14.9 and 6.7. 

Arkansas relies more cm a 
perimeter game with Oliver 
Miller and Mario Credit, both 
6-9, given the assignment of 
stopping Duke’s big men. 


Entries for 1990 Indianapolis 500 


INDIANAPOLIS (AP) — The 
Indianapolis motor speedway re- 
ceived entries Thursday for Bob- 
by Ratal, winner of the 
three-car finish in Indianapolis 
500 history, and A! Unser Jr., 
who was bumped into the wait 
less than two laps from the check- 
ered flag a year ago. 

Two cars apiece tor Ratal and- 
Unser were among five 
Chevrolet-powered Lola entries 
submitted by the new Gallea- 
Kraco racing team of Albuquer- 
qoe. New Mexico. Three other 
entries, listing Pancho Carter as 
driver of two of them, were filled 


by Leader Cards, Inc., of MB- dozen others expected before the ^ j^y 19.20 for the May 27 
wankee. midnight April 2 deadline. The 

The eight cars raised the entry speedway opens for practice May 
total to 76, with more than a 5, with qualifications May 12-13 


Platini dreams of World Cup glory 


-PARIS (R) — French nati onal 
team chief Michel Platini said 
Friday his present squad would 
have had a dunce of winning this 
summer’s^ World Cup in Italy — if 
France had qualified. 

Platini, looking tack on the 
French tram's most successfu l sea- 
son ever, tod toe sports daily 
Legnipe fa an interview: "We 


would have gone there with the 
aim of winning. Perhaps we 
wouldn’t have done it. There’s a 
good chance that we wouldn’t 
have. But I say this team would 
have tad some punch. 

“After all, we beat three teams 
(Sweden, Scotland and West 
Germany) who are going to Ita- 
ly... ah well, we must stop dream- 


France, semifinalists with Plati- 
ni as a player in the 1982 and 1986 
finals, failed to qualify for Italy 
became of poor results, notably a 
1-1 draw in Cyprus, the previous 
season. 

Platini has transformed the 
French side in the past year into 
an attractive, attacking team/ 


Brazil learns lesson from soccer loss 


RIO DE JANEIRO (AP) — Brazi- 
lians htamwt a referee’s disputed call 
for Brazil’s 1-0 loss to England in an 
exhibition soccer match Wednesday 
but admitted their team most improve 
before the World Cap in June.. 

In the controversial play, Brazilian 
attacker, Muller shot and British de- 
fenceman Pearce appeared j^Uock 
the hail with Ins hand after it i y«i 
crossed the goal fine. But- German 
referee Klaus Peschel failed to mark 
any infraction. 

“Brazil robbed in London,” “Bra- 
zil loses on referee’s error.” and 


“what a thieving referee,” were some 
of the fa Rio newspapers 

Thursday. 

The loss was the team's first rince 
lmtf June, wtea Brazil lost 1-0 to 
Switzerland. 

“Brazil tied 1-1 with England and 
lost Wig Germany," joked Mario 
Zagdo, former All-star player and 
coach of Brad’s 12170 world cham- 
pionship team. 

Ho w e ver , toe sporting press criti- 
cised the defensive style of (toy 
ordered by coach Sebas ti ao Lazaroni 
and questioned whether it was toe 


GOREN BRIDGE 


WITH OMAR SHARIF 
A TAN HAH HIRSCH 


SEEING ISN’T ALWAYS BELIEVING 


Both vulnerable. South deals. 
NORTH 

* i 8 6 
9 K 6 2 
0 1073 

* Q J S 4 

WEST EAST 

* 5 3 * Q 10- 

7 A 10 7 *71853 
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4X 953 * 10 762 

SOUTH 

* A K 9 742 
9 Q9 4 

0 A 8 5 
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The bidding: 

South West North East 

1 * Pass 1 NT Pass 

3 * Pass 4 ♦ Pass 

Pass Pass 

Opening lead: Five of 4b 
In izu Bob Bridge Tip, Terence 
Reese suggests that there are times 
when a simple falsccard may achieve 
a spectacular result for the defense. 
This is one of the hands Reese rites 
to illustrate the point. 

After a simple auction, North- 
South reach a contract of four 
spades. Since a lead from any of the 
plain suits is unappealing. West 
chooses to lead a trump. 


Let’s see what would happen with 
routine defense. East's, ten would 
force the king and declarer would 
cash the ace. When both opponents 
follow, declarer cashes toe ace of 
dubs, crosses to the jack of spades 
and leads the queeh of chibs. If East 
covers with the king, declarer ruffs 
and, since the ace of hearts is with 
West, another red-suit loser can be 
discarded on the jack of dubs. If 
East does not cover, declarer dis- 
cards a diamond and, at most, he 
loses a trick in hearts, diamonds and 
dubs. Either way, the contract 
would be cold. 

Now let’s suppose East were to 
play the queen of trumps on the 
opening lead. Declarer wins and, if 
the trump queen were indeed single- 
ton, there is a safer line to 10 tricks 
than relying on West to hold the ace 
of hearts. Declarer could cash the 
ace of clubs and then 'lead a trump 
to the eigfat(!), playing West for the 
ten. That allows East to gain the 
lead with the ten of spades and a 
diamond return dooms the contract. 
With ah unexpected trump trick in 
the bank, the defenders must come 
to three more tricks no matter how 
declarer maneuvers. 


best tactic for the upcoming World 
Cup in Italy. Lazaroni uses a 
European-styte sweeper and four de- 
fencemen, with only two attackers. 

"It’s dear the team plays too defen-, 
rively. In hying to make Brazil play 
the -European way, Lazaroni doesn't 
have option* ^ give- die team more 
offense,” said sports commentator 
Joao Maximo of Rio’s JB radio sta- 
tion. 

L az aroni said toe team's med i ocre 
showing was in part due to lack of 
training. Brazil had not played since 
December, when it beat toe Nether- 
lands 1-0. in Rotterdam. 

However, many worry Oat Brazil 
has sacrificed its trademark offensive 
firepower. In its last 10 games, the 
team has not scored more than one 
goal except against fragile Vene- 
zuela, the doormat of South Amer- 
ican soccer. 

“Brazil has ne v er w on a World Cup 
by stressing defence more than 


offense. For that reason, yesterday's 
result was not a defeat — it was a 
warning” wrote Roberto Benevides 
of the newspaper O Estado de Sao 
Paulo. 

Aga i nst England, Brazil improved 
in the second half with the entranoe of 
Muller and iiwHw-iiW Aiwnun consi- 
dered the top players along with 
m id fi e ld er Valdo and i^fr n wnum 
Branco. But the team never pre sen t" 
mg the “ au dacious" offence -promised 
by Lazaroni. 

‘The goal that the referee didn't 
validate was onfoigiveable and prob- 
ably shook up Brazil. But we missed 
several scoring chances through over- 
anxiousness and lack of creativity," 
said Dhfi, a veteran of Brazil's world 
.championship teams in 1958 and 
1962. 

On the British team, sports writers' 
chose midfielder Waddle, attackers 
Barnes and Lineker as the standouts 


Cinema 


rainbow 


Tel: 625155 


Dustin Hoffman 
Tom Cruise 
in 


ANGLICAN CHURCH IN AMMAN 

Services in English tomorrow 
8 am. Holy Communion 
6 p.m. Family Communion 

Tel: 628543 


ADVERTISEMENT 
Commodity Import Programme 
(CIP) 

Attention: Private Sector Importers 
and Local Banks 

iApproximatefy $5 million in foreign exchange is available 
in Commodity Import Programme (CIP) Letter of Credit 
financing on a first-come, first served basis to private 
sector Jordanian importers for eligible imports of U.S. 
make or manufacture. Priority will be given to imports of " 
raw materials and intermediate goods. 

This financing is available at interest rates ranging from 8 
to 12 per cent, downpayments of 10 per cent and is 
payable over periods as follows: 

1 . Up to one (1 ) year for raw materials and intermediate 

goods. . 

2. Up to three (3) years for capital goods. 

To apply, Importers should make applications to 
their local banks and request CIP financing. For 
additional Information, Importers or banks may 
call USAID/Jordan at TeL No. 604171 and request 
to talk with CIP Office Personnel. 


Webb in 
Manchester 

United 

starting 

line-up 


LONDON (R) — England mid- 
fielder Neil Webb will play his 
first full game for Manchester 
United for seven months Satur- 
day. 

Webb, who came on as substi- 
tute at Southampton last Satur- 
day for the find! 25 minutes of 
United’s 2-0 win, is in the United 

- starting line-up for the First Divi- 
sion dash with Coventry at Old 
Trafford. 

Webb had been out of action 
since he ruptured his achilles 
tendon on England duty against 
Sweden in Stockholm last 
September. 

Said United manager Alex Fer- 
guson: "He did well for a first 
appearance of the season and tad 
an immediate influence on the 
team.” 

Ferguson will be looking to 
Webb to play a key role in 
United’s battle to haul themselves 
away from the .relegation zone. 

Coventry boss John Sillett has 
ordered his first-team players to 
take hospital blood tests to dis- 
cover the reason for their recent 
lethargic displays. 

He thought they looked jaded 
in the two home defeats by Shef- 
field Wednesday and Chariton. 

- “Its just a precaution." he said. 
"It baffled me that ail our mid- 
field players seemed to have no 
eneigy. 

“We don’t expect any prob- 
lems when we get the results of 
the tests, but at least it will have 
put our minds at rest." 

Soviet international defender 
Alexei Cherednik is expected to 
make his debut for Southampton 
against tide favourites Liverpool 
on Saturday. 

Cherednik, who has played 
four reserve matches and was 
substitute in the defeat by Man- 
chester ^United lasrweek, is toe- 
obvious replacement for left back 
Francis Benali who begins a 
three-match ban. 

Southampton's former Liver- 
pool midfield player Jimmy Case 
is available afeain after complet- 
ing a similar suspension. 

Aston Villa play Mam* ester 
city Sunday so Liverpool will 
displace them as league leaders if 
they beat Southampton at 
Anfield. Villa boast a thrde-point 
lead but have played two games 
more than Liverpool. 


Australia, New Zealand 
even at 1-1 in Davis Cup 


BRISBANE, Australia (AF) — 
Wally Masur crushed Kelly 
Evemden in straight sets Friday 
to lift Australia into a 1-1 tie with 
underdog New Zealand in toe 
Davis Cup world group quarter- 
final at Milton Tennis center. 

Masur triumphed 6-3, 7-6 (7- 
0), 6-1 in under two hours, blow- 
ing Evemden off the court unto a 
powerful serve-and-volky game. 

New Zealand’s sqnad had 
jumped out to a 1-0 lead when 
Brett Steven, ranked 429th in the 
world, upset experienced John 
Fitzgerald in a five-set battle. 

Steven, a 20-year-old playing 


only toe third Davis Cup singles 
of his career, rallied from the 
brink of defeat to win 1-6, 0-6, 
6-3, 64, 6-2 in a contest twice 
interrupted by rain. 

Fitzgerald was controversially 
included as a singles player in the 
Australian team ahead of Mark 
Kratzmann — and toe move 
back-fired on captain Neale Fras- 
er. 

Steven, who spent a year at 
Southern Methodist University, 
grew in confidence -as the- match 
progressed and played smart ten- 
nis to fight back from two sets to 
one and 14 down. 


"I was pretty nervous early on 
and it showed, but I just got 
stronger and stronger,” Steven 
said. “I knew I was fit enough to 
play five sets and I took advan- 
tage when, he went off his game a 
little bit-’’ 

Fitzgerald, a grass court expert 
playing his first Davis Cup singles 
for over three yearn, became in- 
creasingly sluggish as toe match 


“I've no excuses, but I'm going 
go have nightmares about it 
tonight,” Fitzgerald said. “1 don’t 
think I’ve ever led that easily and 
lost.” 


Olympic museum — 
Sports Fans’ Disneyland 


LAUSANNE (AP) — An Olym- 
pic museum billed as the Sports 
Fans’ Disneyland is being built on 
the shores of Lake Geneva, but _ 
one of its designers worries that * 
the plan may lessen the glory of 
the games. 

• The Olympic museum, a 
sprawling $30 milli on project, will 
finally give the International 
Olympic Committee enough 
space to display warehouses full 
of memorabilia ranging from, 
desks to torches, and chronicle 
the games from ancient Greece to 
today. 

Using videotapes, computers 
and other state-of-the-art tech- 
nology, it also will give toe aver- 
age fan a chance to sample the 
flavor of being an Olympic 
athlete, such as crouching into 
starting blocks for an 100 -metre 
dash or looking down a 90- metre 
ski run. 

“It will not be a museum of 
sport but of the Olympics, and 
not jsut the Olympic games but 
the Olympic movement,” said 
Raymond Gafner, toe IOC’s for- 
mer administrator who is in 
charge of the museum project. 

Concrete is just being poured 
at the ate, and the exterior 
- should be finished by 1991 with 
another year or so to do the 


interior work. The grand opening 
is set for late 1993, just before the 
IOCs 100th birthday. 

With corporate donations 
paying for most of the develop- 
ment, the IOC is concentrating 
on what the museum win show 
and how it will show it. 

The design by architects Pedro 
Ramirez Vasqnez, an IOC mem- 
ber from Mexico, and Jean-Pierre 
Cahen provides 2,500 square 
metres and the committee has 
hundreds of thousands of exhibits 
from which to choose. 

Ramirez Vazquez wants the 
museum to emphasise “the posi- 
tive” — toe glory of winning, not 
the drug scandals, political 
boycotts and other intrusions of 
tiie real world that have accompa- 
nied the growth of the games in 
the last three decades. 

“It wili not present the sensa- 
tionalist or yellow (but) present 
tiie transcendence of the Olympic 
games at their best, showing the 
creativity of mankind, not his 
worst actions, not his negativity,” 
Ramirez Vasquez said. 

He seemed most sensitive ab- 
out the events surrounding toe 
1968 games in Mexico City. 
Three days before toe opening 
ceremonies, troops opened fire 
on students demonstrating 


against massive government 
spending on Olympic projects, 
the official dealt) toll was 37, 
although students say as many as 
300 were killed. 

Jean-Francois Pahud, the 
museum director, said he dis- 
agreed with Ramirez Vazquez on 
this, one of the few points where 
differences have developed in the 
project. 

Mentioning cases such as the 
Mexico City violence and the 
steroid use by sprinter Ben John- 
son in Seoul were important for 
establishing the museum’s credi- 
bility, the director said. 

“The concept of (Ramirez Vaz- 
quez) would be to eliminate these 
unlovely part. But I think to be 
accepted we must have these 
unlovely parts,” Pahud said. “It 
must not be a main part, but it 
must not be forgotten.” 

i 

Pahud and Gafner, the project 
chief, also said the IOC aimed at 
building “the museum of the 21 st 
century,” which will do more 
than just have artifacts in display 
cases and articles in a Hushed 
library. 



AMMAN BACCALAUREATE SCHOOL 

invites prospective parents and students to an 

OPEN DAY 

on 

Sunday April 1st, IfcOO a.m. - 1:00 pjn. 

There will be opportunity to find out about the school, see 
its facilities and visit classes. 

ABS in one the Fuheis Road near Al Hashimieh. 


f MANY VILLAS AND 
APARTMENliFOR 
Rent & sale 
F urnished or 
Unfurnished 

In Shmeisani, Sweifieh, 
Abdoun and many other loca- 
tions. 

For more Information 
please call 
Abdoun Real Estate 
PREVIOUSLY 
Wael Real Estate 
Tel: 685342. 010605 


FURNISHED FLAT FOR RENT 

Consists of two bedrooms, salon, dining room, 3 bathrooms, with 
.deluxe furniture. 

Location: Arjan, the Cooperative Organisation Housing Estate. 

Please call teL 831519, 698881, Al Hllal Real Estate. 


FURNISHED FLAT FOR RENT 

One bedroom, one sitting & dining room, complete 
bathroom, kitchen, automatic washing machine, central 
heating, colour T.V., telephone & private entrance with 
garden in front. Near the Philadelphia Int. Hotel. 

For further details please contact tel. 667072. 


By method of sealed bids (4) four cars. Duty not paid. (3) 
three are in good running condition, and (1) one unser- 
viceable. The above cars are available for inspection and 
bidding at the American Embassy Motor Pool, near the 
3rd Circle, behind YWCA, on Sunday and Monday, April 1 , 
2, 1990. 

Hours . are 10:00 a-m. to 11:00 p.m. each day. 
Refundable 20% cash deposit required on all 
bids. 


PROFESSIONAL CAREER OPPORTUNITIES 

A Jordanian professional firm is currently recruiting fresh 
university graduates in business administration and 
accounting. Fluency in the English language is a prere- 
quisite. We offer attractive packages with clear cut career 
paths. 

CVs should be mailed to P.O. Box 9847 Amman, 
Jordan. All applications will be treated in strict 
confidentiality. 


ARAB MODEL SCHOOLS 
ENGLISH LANGUAGE TEACHERS 
REQUIRED 
for August 1990 

Applications are invited from suitably qualified and 
experienced teachers of English for Grades 1 to 
12 . 

Priority will be given to applicants holding teaching 
certificates with a minimum of three years experi- 
ence. 

Applications forms are available at the school, 
open daily (except Fridays) from 8:00 am. to 1:30 
p.m. 

Tel: 846791 

P.O. Box 342 Tla' Al All 




Cfoeroa 


CONCORD 


Tel: 677420 


WISE GUYS 


M w wwja . 830. KWO 


PHILADELPHIA 


Mahmoud Yassin & 
Najwa Ibrahim In 

AWAY FROM 
THE LAND 

(Arabic) 

Performances: 330. &30. ift30 


Tel: 634144^R Cinema 




Tel: 675571 


Cinema 



PLAZA 


Adel Imam 
In 


AL HALFOUT 


Tel: 699238 


Arabic 


FWonmnSfiKS-JQ. 8 JO, Ifc30 
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World News 


De Klerk threatens to use 


force as violence continues 


Third 

Stalin-era 


JOHANNESBURG, South Africa (AF) — Rival 
black tactions battled with guns and knives for a 
fourth day Friday as thousands of refugees fled from 


dead and hundreds wounded, police said. 


President F.W. de Klerk 
warned Friday that political vio- 
lence was becoming a threat to 
stability and the government 
would use force to restore order. 
He said a growing wave of vio- 
lence and demonstrations was 
getting out of hand. 

“Demonstrators openly 
espousing violence or preaching 
class and racial hatred are playing 
with fire. Fanning these flames 
may easily lead to a catastrophic 
intergroup conflagration,” he 
told the Cape Town Press Club. 

"De Klerk said he would make 
a statement to parliament on 
April 2 on measures to stop the 
violence, but gave no details. 
South Africa has been hit by a 
wave of violence that has claimed 
hundreds of lives in recent weeks. 

De Klerk starts talks next 
month on ending white-minority* 
rule and sharing political power 
with blacks. The speech Friday 
appeared to be aimed at radical 
black groups who oppose a 
negotiated settlement and rail for 


violence against the government. 

Police raid they feared more 
widespread dashes between Zulu 
war bands in the nigged hill 
country near Edendale. 

“It's very tense. It could erupt 
again at any time. It's a terrible 
situation,” police Maj. Piet 
Kitching said. 

Police said at least 36 people 
had been killed since Tuesday in 
the fighting but many more prob- 
ably were Idlfed or hurt. 

“It's impossible to say bow 
many people have been hurt. It's 
in the hundreds,” Kitching told 
the Associated Press. 


political unrest. 

Police patrols trying to restore 
order in Natal were ambushed 
during the night. Police units 
came under heavy gunfire, but no 
officers were seriously hurt, 
Kitching said. -South African' 
army troops were supporting 
police operations, he said. 

War bands of between 2,000 
men and 4,000 men armed with 
guns, spears, knives and dubs 
had been roaming the area, 
attacking and burning villages, 
residents said. Police said at least 
250 homes had been burned. 

Thousands of terrified re- 
fugees, mainly women, children 
and old people, had fled from 
villages in the Edendale Valley. 
Refugees were seeking shelter in 
schools, churches and community 
centres, police said. 


mass grave 
found in 


E. Germany 


Rival war bands were clashing 
Friday in rural areas, exchanging 
gunfire, but the situation was 
quieter, police said. 

Three bombs exploded early 
Friday in Tbohoyandon, capital 
of the nominally independent 
homeland of Vends on the Zim- 
babwe border, police said. No 
injuries were reported in the 
homeland that has been hit by 


Schools, businesses and shops 
were dosed today, and thousands 
of workers unable to get to work 
because bus services had been 
halted. Many people were hiding 
in the bills or seeking shelter at 
refugee collection points such as 
churches. 

White officials in the nearby 
dty of Pietermaritzburg called on 
the government to impose martial 
law on the area. 


! Nicaraguan Indian rebels to disarm 


MANAGUA (R) — Nicaraguan 
Miskito Indian rebel leaders have 
signed an accord with the incom- 
ing Nicaraguan government 
under which they agreed to dis- 
arm their fighters in Honduras by 
April 20, the office of president- 
elect Violeta Chamorro said. 

A communique said Chamor- 
ro’s envoys negotiated the accord 
with die Atlantic coast Indian 
organisation Yatama Thursday, 
less than a week after contra 
rebels signed a similar pact in the 
Honduran capital. 

Under the agreement, called 
the Rio Coco Accord, Yatama 
fighters in Honduras would lay 
down their arms by April 20, five 
days before Chamorro takes 
office. 

Yatama leader Brooklyn 
Rovera recently said about 1,000 
Miskito fighters were in Hon- 
duras. It was not immediately 
known if any had crossed the 


border into Nicaragua. 

Contra leaders have said that 
as few as 2,000 of their estimated 

12.000 combatants remain in 
Honduran camps, with many hav- 
ing crossed the border in recent 
weeks. 

Meanwhile a contra leader said 
Thursday most of the 12,000 con- 
tra rebels have returned by this 
weekend, ahead of an April 20 
deadline. 

“They did not wait for the 
U.N. forces and to turn in 
weapons,” said Oscar Sovalbar- 
ro, a military chief of the Nicara- 
guan Resistance, Che rebels 1 
umbrella group. “Only about 

3.000 war wounded and tbeir 
families remain in the camps,” be 
added. 

“A large majority of our com- 
batants have already crossed die 
Honduran border to go to Nicar- 
agua,'’ Sovalbairo said. “The 
Nicaraguan Resistance in that 


way fulfills its promises.** 

U.S. Ambassador Chris Arcos 
congratulated President Rafael 
Leonardo Cailejas for his role in 
getting the rebels to leave Hon- 
duras. 

“The contras have been dis- 
solved ... and Cailejas resolved 
that problem,” Arcos told a news 
conference at the presidential 
offices. 

“It was a notable feat by CaHe- 
jas.” be said. “He most be con- 
gratulated for it. His efforts con- 
tributed to the demobilisation of 
the contras.” 

Cailejas sponsored die negotia- 
tions, in which Nicaraguan Car- 
dinal Miguel Obando Y Bravo, 
Archbishop of Managua, also 
participated. 

“In our camps in Yamales 
there are few weapons and few 
combatants left and before the 
end of the week they will be in 
Nicaragua,” Sovalbarro said. 


U.S. Navy deploys Trident 2 missile aboard sub 


WASHINGTON (Agencies) — 
The navy’s newest and deadliest 
missile — the Trident 2 — has 
passed all its tests and has been 
deployed aboard the submarine 
USS Tennessee, the navy 
announced. 

TheTrident 2 is considered by 
experts to be the most accurate 
ballistic missile in the U.S. arsen- 
al. 

The USS Tennessee will carry 
24 of the missiles. Each missile 
ran fire 12 nuclear warheads to 
individual targets more than 
7,400 kilometres away. 

' On Thursday, the programme 
formally achieved what is called 
the initial operational capability. 
That marks the end of its land- 
based and submarine-based flight 
tests, as well as ail readiness 
checks for missiles, crew and 
equipment aboard the Tennes- 
see, the statement said. 

That means, said navy spokes- 
man Cmdr. Craig Quigley, “that 


it is declared ready for use.” 
The programme encountered 
problems last year after two of 
the first three submarine- 
launched missiles self-destructed. 
The programme was declared on 
track in January after a $125- 
million fix of the missile's nozzle 


system. 

The programme cost $35 bil- 
lion to date. 

It “was delivered two yean 
early and was 12 per cent below 
the budget originally provided,” 
the navy said in a statement. 

Quigley declined to confirm' 
whether the Tennessee had put to 
sea for its first operational patrol 
from its base at King's Bay, 
Georgia. A military source, 
however, confirmed that the 
submarine had done so early 
Thursday. He spoke on condition 
be not be named. 

Meanwhile a Defence Depart- 
ment spokesman said Thursday, 
the department plans to cut 


spending on U.S. nuclear arms 
programmes beginning in 1992 
but that would not necessarily 
mean dumping the B-2 bomber ot 
two mobile missile programmes. 

“It should come as no surprise 
to anyone that spending on 
strategic programmes is going to 
go down,” spokesman Pete Wil- 
liams told reporters when asked 
about a classified memo from 
Defence Secretary Dick Cheney 
to the armed services. 

The Washington Post reported 
Thursday that Cheney's “gui- 
dance” for the 1992-1997 defence 
plan ordered military leaders to 
prepare for cuts in nuclear spend- 
ing at a time when he has warned 
about Soviet nuclear modernisa- 
tion. 

Williams declined to dfecuss 
numbers, but said overall cuts in 
nuclear programmes would not 
necessarily mean cancellation of 
the controversial B-2 bomber or 
plans ot mount the 10-warhead 


“midgetman” missile. 

“As a genera] mailer, I can teD 
you that defence spending overall 
is going to be declining by about 
two per * cent a year — and 
strategic spending is part of that.” 
he said. 

Cheney, meanwhile, is decid- 
ing whether to proceed with a 
number of high-oast aircraft prog- 
rammes, including the B-2 bom- 
ber. The air force has been press- 
ing Congress for 132 of the radar- 
evading planes at an expected 
$530 million each. 

The secretary will decide 
whether to go ahead with the 
programmes as planned, cancel 
them, reduce them or delay de- 
velopment The other program- 
mes being reassessed for the five- 
year plan are the C-17 transport 
plane, the air force advanced 
tactical fighter (ATFJ.tbe navy 
advanced tactical aircraft (ATA) 
and the army light helicopter 
(LHX) programme. 


WORLD NEWS IN BRIEF 


Belgian parliament ends ban on abortions 


BRUSSELS (AP) — In a historic vote ending a 123-year ban, the 
parliament Thursday approved abortion during the first 12 weeks 
of pregnancy if the woman is deemed to be in distress. The House 
of Represenatives of this overwhelmingly Catholic nation voted 
126 to 69, with 12 abstentions, to do away with an 1367 law that 
made abrotion a criminal offence. The law, although spottily 
enforced in recent years, provided for prison terms of up to 5 
years for offenders. Last November, the senate approved the bill 
which must now be signed into law by King Baudouin. Thursday’s 
vote leaves Ireland as the only European Community nation with 
a total ban on abortions. 


settlement, a U.N. official said Friday. The 10-man team fed by 
Winston Prattley, a New Zealander, left Thursday from Bangkok 
for the mission that is to Last about 10 days, said the official. 


New Sri Lankan cabinet named 


Thatcher, I’m no great diplomat 


CAMBRIDGE, England (AF) — Prime Minister Margaret 
Thatcher, whose combative style often embroils her in disputes 
with fellow leaders, admits slw sometimes lacks the diplomatic 
touch, but she's glad about it. ’Ttn not always the world’s greatest 
diplomat and thank goodness for that. There are more than 
enough of them,” die told an Anglo-German banquet in 
Cambridge Thursday night. Then, several diplomats being pre- 
sent, she added hastily: “And very good they are. They pick up all 
our mistakes and say what they thought we meant to say but 
didn’t quite.” 


COLOMBO (AP) — President Ranaanghe Premadasa named a 
new cabinet Friday, removing a political rival wbo supported 
India’s military occupation of the island-nation. Premadasa 
reappointed Prime Minister Dipgiri Banda Wijctunga to his post 
and named a new foreign minister, Harold Herath. A Premadasa 
rival, Minister for Plantation Industries Gammi Dissanayake, was 
dropped from the cabinet, according to a communique issued by 
the. presidential secretariat. Dissanayake, 48, was a dose ally of 
former President Junius R. Jayewardene and an architect of the 
accord with New Delhi that led to India's 30 month military 
occupation of Sri Lanka. 


British royal baby named Eugenie 


S. Korea, Romania open formal ties 


SEOUL (AP) — South Korea and Romania signed a protocol 
Friday opening formal diplomatic relations between the two 
countries. The protocol was signed by visiting Romanian Deputy 
Foreign Minister Mircea Mi tran and South Korean Foreign 
Minister Choi Ho-Joong. The agoing advanced South Korea’s 
diplomatic thrust into Eastern Europe, which has maintained 
close relations with Seoul’s arch-enemy, Communist North 
Korea. 


LONDON (AP) — Tile Duke and Duchess of York have named 
their week-old daughter Princess Eageaie Victoria Helena, 
Buckingham Palace announced Friday. Hie baby's name was 
announced shortly after the royal couple emerged from Portland 
Hospital with the new princess, wrapped in a white blanket and 
steeping quietly through die cheers of the crowd and the dick of 
hundreds of cameras. Princess Eugenie, as she will be called, is 
die second daughter of the duke and duchess and the sixth 
grandchild of Queen Elizabeth Q. Princess Eugenie will be sixth 
in line to the throne, behind her sister Princess Beatrice who will 
be 2 years old on Aug. 8. 


U.S. law leads to bring discrimination — GAO 


U.N. team arrives in Phnom Penh 


BANGKOK, Thailand (AP) — A United Nations team has 
arrived in Cambodia to examine ways to overcome technical 
obstacles to die proposed U.N. participation in a future peace 


WASHINGTON (AP) — A 4-year-old law designed to curb 
illegal immigration has led to widespread hiring discrimination 
based on national origins, the General Accounting Office (GAO) 
has reported. “GAO believes many employers 
because the law’s verification system does not provide a simple or 
reliable method to verify job applicants' eligibility to work,” said 
the report from die congressional agency. The report triggered 
calls from Congress members for repeal of civil and c riminal 
penalties, or “sanctions,” under the law for employers who hire 
illegal ahem. 
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Top Kashmiri militant killed 


SCHMACHTENHAGEN. East 
Germany (R) — East German 
soldiers Friday unearthed a mass 
grave said to contain Germans 
interned by Stalin’s security 
Police at a former Nazi concen- 
tration camp after World War n. 

The discovery, in woods north 
of Berlin, was the third of its kind 
in a week as East Germany’s new 
democratic authorities relentless- 
ly come to grips with horrors of 
Stalinism long bashed up by their 
Communist predecessors. 

Reporters watched as East 
German troops dug up more than 
10 human skeletons which offi- 
cials identified as Germans held 
at the nearby Sachsenbausen 
Camp after it was seized by 
Soviet security forces from the 
Nazis at the end of the war. 

Found outside the village of 
Schmachtenhagen 30 kilometres 
north of Berlin, the mass grave 
lay not for from one discovered 
Tuesday and also linked by offi- 
cials to deaths at Sachsenbausen 
under Soviet occupation. 

Rusted metal identification 
plates were found around the 
ankle bones of skeletons. Sacb- 
senhausen camp survivors have 
said such plates were attached to 
the ankles of deceased inmates 
before they were buried. 

“These indicate that the bodies 
found here came from the intern- 
ment camp," said Wolfgang Titz, 
the official in charge of the monu- 
ment to victims of Sachsenbausen 
during the Nazi era. 

Empty bullet cartridges were 
also found among the skeletons 
but their origin was undear, Titz 
said. Some cartridges carried 
marking dating from the war and 
others appeared to have been 
made in die mid-1960s. 

A local resident said this week 
she witnessed Soviet troops at 
Sachsenhausen mow down Ger- 
man prisoners with machine-- 
guns. 

But an army major at the 
excavation site said troops have 
trained in the Schmachtenhagen 
area in recent years and common- 
ly buried bullet casings in the 
forest 


SRINAGAR, India (Agencies) 
— One of Indian-ruled Kashmir's 
top secessionist militants was shot 
dead in a dash with troops Friday 
and at least four passers-by were 
killed in crossfire, police said. 

The said Asfafeq Majid Wani, 
26, was killed in central Srinagar 
when his own grenade exploded 
in his hand as he fell after being 
struck by two bullets. 

Wani was one of the four area 
commanders of the Jammu and 
Kashmir Liberation Front 
(JKLF), one of the leading 
groups fighting for an isdepenent 
Kashmir or to join Muslim Pakis- 
tan. 


Police said he was also believed 
to be one of the JKLFs mains 
strategists. They said his death 
would be a sharp setback for the 
JKLF, one of about 30 groups 
fighting In dian rule. 

More than 200 people have 
been killed in Jammu and Kash- 
mir, India’s only Muslim- 
majority state, since the seces- 
sionist campaign burst into major 
violence in mid-January. 

The gunfight in which Wani 
was killed occurred during a 
threc-bour break in a curfew im- 
posed almost constantly on the 
Kashmir Valley, where support 
for the campaign is at its 
strongest. 

On Thursday at feast 16 peo- 
ple, mostly civilians cangfat in 


crossfire, were killed in Srinagar 
daring a similar curfew break as 
mflitaiils attacked security patrols 
and positions hi the crowded old 
part of the dty. 

It was one of the Moodiest days 
of the campaign. Police said eight 
young Kashmiri men were also 
killed as they tried to cross into 
Pakistani-held Kashmir. 

India and Pakistan have foughi 
two wars over the region, one 
third of which is ruled by Islama- 
bad. Delhi accuses Pakistan of 
arming and training Kashmiri 
militants, a charge Islamabad de- 
nies. 

The rise- in bloodshed follows 
the escape of 12 JKLF men from 
Srinagar's maxim am security jail 
Wednesday. The jail superinten- 
dent and two senior aides were 
fired for negligence. 

The rest of the staff at the jail, 
which was guarded by about 300 
paramilitary troops, were being 
questioned over suspicions that 
the escapers must have had inside 
help. 

A JKLF spokesman said some 
of the escapers had taken part in 
Thursday’s fighting. 

Police said Wani was one of 
several militants wbo attacked 
paramilitary troops patrolling old 
Srinagar, the states summer 
capital. 

They said two passers-by were 
killed outright in the crossfire and 
two more died later in hospital. 


At least 16 more and two para- 
military troopers were wounded, 
they said. 

Meanwhile, militant groups 
and supporting organisations 
threatened to defy the curfew 
unless it was lifted for Friday 
prayers. 

On Thursday night many peo- 
ple entered mosques iu defiance 
of the curfew and broadcast calls 
throughout the night over louds- 
peakers for a crusade against 
India. 

Meanwhile, in New Delhi, the 
Congress Party of former Prime 
Minister Rajiv Gandhi suffered 
the latest in a string of reverses 
Thursday when it lost its majority 
in the upper house of parliament. 

United News of India said the 
Congress Party won 11 of the 70 
seats for which elections were 
held Thursday. 

The party is now left with 112 
members in the 245-strong Rajya 
Sabha, or House of the Nation. 
Previously, it held 136 seats. 

The Congress, however, re- 
mains the single largest group in 
the House. 

One-third of the Rajya Sabha 
seats fall vacant every two years 
and are filled by votes from mem- 
bers of state legislatures. The 
house does not have the power to 
reverse financial bills passed by 
.the decision-taking lower house, 
the Lok Sabha, bat otherwise the 
two bouses have equal status. 


In Pushkin Square Moscovites 


voice varying views on Lithuania 


MOSCOW (AP) — Some 
passers-by grimaced at Yuri and 
the Lithuanian newspapers be 
hawked illegally in the capital's 
Pushkin Square. 

Others said, “Molodyets,” 
Russian for “good for you,” and 
handed over a ruble for the latest 
edition, hoping for more news 
than the state-run media has pro- 
vided. 

The different reactions, Yuri 
believes, reflect varying attitudes 
among Russians to Lithuania's 
March 11 declaration of inde- 
pendence and the complex issues 
it raised. 

“Sometimes they say , ‘you've 
done such a mean trick,’ or "you 
sold out the union to spread this 
vileness'," he said. 

But others tell hnn, “Good for 
you. We soppoti yob and we’re 
watching you to learn from you 
bow to five,” said foe young 
Lithuanian, a Moscow resident. 

“The average opinion,” he 
said, “is that. It's not bad, what 
you're doing, but maybe you 
rushed, maybe you didn’t think 
things through, maybe you 
should have waited for more sup- 
port, but in all, you've done 
wefl.”' 

With a sales pitch that included 
“bow to get independence peace- 
fully,” Yuri sold a lot of newspap- 
ers for the equivalent of S1.5 
each. He ajso acted as an infor- 
mal information agency, fielding 
questions about what was hap- 


pening in Lithuania. 

Near the Moscow News build- 
ing. the usual groups of political 
debaters generally supported 

Lithuanian independence. 

“I think every nation should 
.choose its own road, whether for 
better or worse,” said a retired 
economist who identified here- 
sdf only as Valeriya. 

She said She also could under- 
stand the Kremlin's reluctance to 
recognise Lithuania’s declara- 
tion. 

“No one wants children to run 
away.” she said. “Sometimes a 
mother says, “it may be better for 
them to be away, but I want them 
near me."* 

One group agreed that any use 
of force by president Mikhail 
Gorbachev would end his drive to 
reform Soviet society. 

“If they arrest the leaders, 
everyone will turn against us,” 
one man said. “It will be the end 
of perestroika.” 

“If Lithuania is crushed, there 
will be no democracy in Russia,’’ 
another man said. 

Few appeared concerned that 
Moscow would resort to violence. 
An army lieutenant colonel with 
a penchant for quoting Vladimir 
Lenin and Karl Marx said, “as a 
military man, HI tell you this: 
Power should not come by 
means of a rifle, but only by 
political, democratic methods.” 

Objections to Lithuanian inde- 
pendence focused on concern for 


Romanians to start campaigning this week 


BUCHAREST (R) — A hundred 
days after Eastern Europe's 
bloodiest revolution, Romania is 
grouping towards free elections 
in May with the power of former 
Communists a key issue in the 
battle for votes. 

Campaigning will start in ear- 
nest this weekend with rallies to 
mark 100 days since the over- 
throw and execution of Stalinist 
dictator Nicolae Ceausescu. 

Though the outcome of May 
20 voting for a president, assem- 
bly and senate is wide open, the 
ruling National Salvation Front 
(NSF) appears the early front- 
runner in a huge field. 

Opposition leaders charged in 
interviews this week that victory 
for the movement that assumed 
power after the December 22 
revolution would amount to a 
takeover by ex-Communists. 

“The revolution was a spon- 
taneous popular movement but it 
was immediately confiscated by 
the (Communist) Parly mechan- 
ism,” said Social Democratic 
leader Sergiu Cunescu. 

Front leader and interim Presi- 
dent Ion Iliescu , a probable 
presidential candidate, dismisses 
such charges as based on 
“artificially-fuelled suspicions” 
which could turn into a witch 
hunt. 

But with memories still fresh of 
the revolution, in which at feast 
689 and possibly more than 1,000 
people were killed, the issue of 
covert Communist power appears 
viral to many voters. 

As the campaign tempo quick- 
ens, tim opposition will use it to 
attack Iliescu , a former Commun- 
ist official sidelined by Ceausescu 
for dissent. 

“Jos Iliescu” (down with Dies- 
ca) has joined “Jos Commiuns- 
mu” as a slogan at some demon- 
strations. 

“Tins revolution was stolen. It 
was hijacked by the nomenkla- 
tura (party elite),” said a Nation- 
al Liberal Party official. 

“The front is nothing but the 


Romanian Communist Party dis~ 
. guised under another name,” said 
Cunescu. 

“The country is led by former 
Communist leaders who say they 
have given up Communism,” said 
Ion Diaconescu, vice-president of 
the National Peasants Party. 

NSF members argue that be- 
cause opposition was crushed 
ruthlessly by Ceausescu for 25 
years, most Romanians — includ- 
ing some opposition leaders — 
are tarred by the same brush. 

“This can turn into a very 
dangerous witch hunt,” Iliescu 
told a news co nfe rence. “There 
were roughly four million mem- 
bers, and if you add their fami- 
lies, you get almost half the 
population... " 

Together with members of 
youth organisations, be added, 
“most of the population is linked 
to Communism’'. 


Romanians are novices in demo- 
cratic politics making up for lost 
time. 

New parties are registered 
almost daily. Crowds snap up 
newspapers as soon as they go on 
sale and several new titles hit the 
streets each week. 

But only committed members 
of the parties appear sure how 
they will vote, and politicians say 
the electorate is volatile, unpre- 
dictable and easily swayed. 

There is no certainty that vo- 
ters will react against Communist 
rote by turning centre-right in the 
footsteps of the East Germans 
and Hungarians. 


The National Liberal, Social 
Democratic and National 
Peasants Parties — successors of 
ceptury-old parties suppressed 
during 43 years of Qxnmunist 
rule — axe the fronts main chal- 
lengers in a bewildering array of 
parties. 

The liberals claim support 
among young voters and in the 
western dty of Timisoara, where 
the anti-Ceausescii uprising 
broke out. The centre-left 
Peasants Party is chasing die for-* 
mere vote by pledging to give 
back collectivised land. 

More than 60 parries are 
wooing 16 million experienced 
but eager voters, with dozens of 
pressure groups active. 

Though the campaign began 
officially two weeks ago, parties 
are still organising. 

And election fever has been 
sidetracked by dashes between 
Romanians and ethnic Hunga- 
rians in Transylvania last week in 
which three people were killed. 

After a quarter-century under 
one of the harshest of the East 
European Communist regimes. 


“The Cq mm uni st dictatorship 
was much stronger than in many 
other places and due to pressures 
by the Communists to deperso- 
nalise the people, the electoral 
fight against Communism will be 
much harder,” said the Social 
Democrats Cunescu. 
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Judges of 
best-dressed iaud 
Gorbachev 


new YORK (R)— soviet Presi- 
dent Mikhail Gorbachev has re- 
ceived a special commendation 
for liberating the dress sense of 
the Soviet man, the influential 
International Best .pressed poll 
said. Gorbachev was named for 
“opening the door to fashion 
means of self-esteem and setf- 
expression to the men of the 
Eastern Bloc nations after 40 
years of enforced anonymity,” 
according to a release from 
Eleanor Lambert, wbo created 
the poll 50 yean; ago. Britain's 
Princess Diana and King loan 
Carlos of Spain headed a group of 
12 people named to the polls 
permanent hall of fame, while 24 
other people were listed tbe best- 
dressed for 1989190. The lists are 
compiled by a large international 
panel of fashion experts and, 
j according to an American com- 
I menial or, winners must have 
“money, looks, connections and 
j more money.” 


Moscow circus sees 
worst and best of 
American society 


the Russians, Poles and other 
minorities who fear their status 
will worsen under the new gov- 
ernment. 

“The mistake of the Lithuanian 
government was to allow 
chauvinism,” said an older man, 
apparently referring to new Laws 
that favour the Lithuanian lan- 
guage and culture. “They should 
support freedom without fascism, 
without chauvinism.” 

A middle-aged woman, saying 
she was a Russian who recently 
left Lithuania because she feared 
for her safety, touched off a 
heated exchange. 

“Our Russian people can’t live 
there. They’re persearting Com- 
munists,” foe woman said loudly. 

“Then why did you go there?” 
a man asked her, 

“They sent us,” she responded. 
Her entire family works for the 
military, she said later. 

“It was easier to live there, 
that’s why," the man said. 

“You shouldn't justify 
Lithuania,” the woman shot 
back. “Lithuania is guilty of ev- 
erything.” 

But the man kept on: 
“Lithuania was right to leave. In 
Lithuania they know bow to 
work.” 

Another group debated why 
the news media, including such 
progressive television shows as 
Glance and Seven Days, have 
reported relatively little on 
Lithuania. 


SAN FRANCISCO (R) — The 
Moscow Circus, on a tour of the 
United States, discovered the 
worst and best aspects of Amer- 
ican society when equipment 
stolen from the company's motel 
was quickly replaced by public 
donations. While recently per- 
forming in Sacramento. Califor- 
nia, thieves broke into motel 
rooms used by the 90 circus mem- 
bers and stole about $6,000 in 
video equipment, inducting some 
irreplaceable videotapes of their 
performances. But new equip- 
ment paid for by public donations 
collected by a Sacramento radio 
station was delivered to the 
troupe at the end of a perform- 
ance in San Francisco. “It was a 
very nice gesture and the artists 
were most appr ec iative,*' said 
Patricia Robert, an employee of 
the production company handling 
the 27-city torn. “A tot of Sac- 
ramento’s citizens sent in checks 
to replace it.” The circus began 
its tout in November and returns 
to the Soviet Union after per- 
formances in Cleveland in May. 

Robber returns half 
of the loot 


OAK LAWN. Bfiocns (AP) — A 
robber who took $6,600 from a 
bank in this suburb of west Chica- 
go has sent back half the money 
by mail. Heritage Bank of Oak 
Lawn confirmed that it received 
the money, but police were not 
impressed. “Just because all of a 
sudden be gives the money bade” 
does not mean he will walk away, 
said Oak Lawn Police chief Frank 
Gilbert. The robber, described by 
police as a man in his early 
thirties, walked up to the cashier 
and told Iter he had a gun. He 
handed her a camera case to fill 
with cash. A video* camera re- 
corded the incident, and the tape 
is being by FBI investigators, said 
Oak Lawn detective Rick Kerri- 


4-year-old 
charged with arson 


DANIA, Florida (AP) — A 4- 
year-old accused of deliberately 
setting a bed on fire in his home 
has been charged with first- 
degree axson, police said. Investi- 
gators say the boy used matches 
to start the fire on a bed. The 
Broward Sheriff’s Office said the 
blaze caused $15,000 in Amoy 
to the family’s apartment in this 
Florida community. The felony 
charge will ensure state casewor- 
kers become involved and h»it» 
the boy, a sheriffs spokesman 
said Wednesday. The boy was 
released to his parents' custody.' 

“When you find that a fire was set 

intentionally by someone that 
young, he obviously needs 
psychological help,” said sheriffs 
spokesman A1 Gordon. The boy’s 
case will be handled through the 
juvenile system where records of 
the offence are sealed, Gordon 
said. The names of the child and' 
ms parents were not released. 


Child thief wants 
to be a bandit 


HAMBURG (R) — The leads 
of a gang of pre-teen delmqiienc 
wfto rmoc fl a children's day oes 
tre for ice cream has sad hj 
™ts to be a bamfit when ht 
’Hu: boy, aged eight 
and his six-strong gang of five-ti 
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Mtojhc centre several times eat 
™»ey, takuktois, pen 
and ice cream, Hamburg pofio 
has said. Pofice described^ 
85 Professional. Tb 
gang had even tried to disable tb 
atenn system but were caught, i 
spokesman 
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